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COFFS HARBOUR CITY COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

24 MAY 2012 
 

 
Mayor and Councillors 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT   
 

GM12/15 OPERATIONAL PLAN REPORTING FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 31 MARCH 2012  

 
Purpose: 
 
To report on the progress of implementation of Council’s 2011/2012 Operational Plan.  
 
Description of Item: 
 
Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IPR) framework, Council developed an Operational 
Plan for the 2011/2012 financial year to guide operational activity and to monitor performance. 
 
This report addresses the progress of that activity from 1 January 2012 to 31 March 2012. 
 
The performance of individual projects and services is recorded in detail in Council’s Performance 
Planning system, a software tool designed to assist the organisation to monitor progress at an 
operational level. The system generates a summary report, tracking the performance of Council’s 
57 Budget Programs as well as the major projects within each Program. 
 
A printed copy of the report - titled 2011/2012 Quarterly Operational Report – January to March 
2012 - is available in the Councillors' Room. The report will also be posted on Council’s website. 
 
A list of significant achievements for the quarter is provided as an Attachment to this report. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
This report monitors performance against measures applied to Council’s projects and services, as 
set out in the 2011/2012 Operational Plan. The individual projects and services are aligned 
(through Council’s Budget Programs) with the Quadruple Bottom Line objectives of the Coffs 
Harbour 2030 Community Strategic Plan. Their performance measure assessments are based on 
social, environmental, economic, and civic leadership principles. Accordingly, an overall 
assessment is not required for the tabling of the report. 
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GM12/15 - Operational Plan Reporting for the Quarter Ended 31 March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Consultation: 
 
Managers from all Council departments have submitted performance reports for operational 
activities within their areas of responsibility. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
Sections 404 and 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 detail a council’s obligations in regard to 
its Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 
 
There is no legislative or policy requirement for Council to report quarterly on the operational 
performance measures within the 2011/2012 Operational Plan. However it is considered prudent 
management practice to monitor these measures to ensure that targets are being met and that the 
delivery of Council works and services is consistent with community expectations. 
 
Issues: 
 
The booklet entitled 2011/2012 Quarterly Operational Report – January to March 2012 is 
generated from Council’s Performance Planning software package. It shows the current status of 
each of Council’s 57 Budget Programs, using a percentage progress figure and summary 
comments from the officers responsible for each Program. Where a Program includes significant 
projects – either Capital Projects or Major Operating Projects – a progress report on those projects 
is also included. 
 
In general, Council aims at achieving a 100% result as the expected level of achievement for each 
Budget Program at the conclusion of each quarter of the 2011/2012 year. The percentage 
achievement figure is an aggregate of the progress scores for the individual projects and services 
within each Program. 
 
Council’s 2011/2012 Operational Plan identifies 208 projects in progress during the December 
quarter. Projects are classified as ‘one-off’ activities, often with set start and finish dates and 
individual budgets. The Operational Plan also identifies 144 services – these are ongoing activities 
carried out as the day-to-day business of Council. The delivery of services is measured through the 
use of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) which generally compare achievements against set 
targets or timeframes. 
 
The Performance Planning software utilizes “traffic lights” to indicate the progress towards 
completion of performance measures.  A green light indicates that the measure is either “on track” 
or achieved. An amber light indicates the status is “manageable”, and a red light indicates the 
activity is “at risk”. 
 
Of Council’s 57 Budget Programs, 53 are reported as being “on track” for the March quarter; three 
are reported as “manageable” and one is reported as “at risk”, with the comments below provided 
as background. 



     
   

 

ORDINARY MEETING 24 MAY 2012 
-  3  - 

GM12/15 - Operational Plan Reporting for the Quarter Ended 31 March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 

Program March 2012 Status 

270 (Non Domestic Waste 
Management) 

97% (Manageable) 

Biomass will be back on line in July, so diversion rates 
will improve after that time, and gas collection field 
repairs are also scheduled for late 2012 which will 
improve recovery rates. 

512 (Asset Systems) 50% (At Risk) 

Focus for asset system is currently in the revaluation of 
water and sewer and in association with this, the 
cleansing and migrating of data into the asset system. 
Work on the integration with Finance one has been put 
on hold due to resourcing issues (Staff absences and 
resignations). As a result no development of a work 
order system has yet commenced. 

A meeting was held recently with a key staff to discuss 
the progress of implementation of the asset system. A 
number of issues were identified which need to be 
actioned prior to the 'Go Live' date for the 
implementation of the Asset System and in particular 
the integration with Finance one and the establishment 
of a Work Order System. A list of action items, 
responsible staff and milestone dates has been 
prepared for the identified issues and the Manager 
Asset Systems has been asked to report on the 
progress of these items on a fortnightly basis. 

545 (Drainage) 91% (Manageable) 

The operational drainage program has seen significant 
pressure placed on it with the occurence of two natural 
disasters in June 2011 and January 2012, in order to 
facilitate drainage repairs and open drain maintenance. 
This pressure has seen the Drainage M&R March 
Quarter Expenditure arrive close to the Total Budget. It 
is anticipated that the drainage M&R allocation to be 
marginally over-expent. 
Within the March quarter a total of 145 customer 
requests were received for General Drains Maintenance 
of which 126 were completed within the quarter. ie 
86.9%. 
52 customer requests were received for Blocked Drain - 
Flooding of which 45 were completed within the quarter. 

ie 86.5%. 
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GM12/15 - Operational Plan Reporting for the Quarter Ended 31 March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 

CPS (Caravan Parks and State Park) 100% (Manageable) 

Business performance is of a concern in light of several 
key areas including: 

 Room nights sold have declined due to 
economic concerns and prolonged weather 
events at strategic times 

 Trading profits are suffering due to increased 
wage costs associated with: 

 Labour Hire Employees change to Local 
Government Award which is not equipped to cater 
for hospitality spread of hours and weekend work 

 Implementation of Reservations Call Centre - costs 
are current but majority of commensurate revenue 
will be realised into the future through improved 
selling techniques, improved customer service at 
point of reservation and registration, and improved 
staff stress levels. 
 Utility costs are increasing significantly, especially 

with regards to electricity, water, sewer and 
waste management - longer term strategies to 
combat include hot water upgrades at Park 
Beach and Sawtell, guest education programs 
regarding water consumption and waste 
management and retendering for the parks waste 
service contract 

Business requires close monitoring to ensure its 
financial viability and continue to provide funds for use 
within the Coffs Coast State Park and Woolgoolga 
Beach Reserve Trusts. 

 
Council’s electronic records management system provides data related to completion of tasks 
assigned across the organisation. A total of 5,555 tasks were recorded in the system for the March 
quarter with 5,254 tasks (86.8%) being attended to within the required timeframe. This compares to 
82.4% in the December quarter, and 84.7% in the March quarter in 2011. 
 
The quarterly performance reporting process includes an ongoing review of Key Performance 
Indicators to ensure that measures provide an accurate and meaningful assessment of the 
effectiveness of Council’s operational activities. 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
Management will continue to monitor the organisation’s performance with a view to improving 
service delivery. 
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GM12/15 - Operational Plan Reporting for the Quarter Ended 31 March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council:  
 
1. Notes the operational status of Budget Programs for the quarter ended 31 March 2012, 

as outlined in the body of this report. 

2. Continues to monitor its performance with a view to improving service delivery. 
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Attachments: 

Significant Achievements March Quarter 2012-05-11 
 
 Development of $5M airport upgrade program. 

 Commencement of an $85,500 program of environmental and recreational improvements to a 
17-hectare area of Boambee Creek near the Rex Hardaker Oval on Hogbin Drive.  

 Community Survey initiated to evaluate customer satisfaction and community priorities 
regarding Council services 

 Water and energy efficiency upgrade of Sportz Central under the State Government’s Climate 
Change Fund Public Facilities Program. 

 Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery exhibitions included “Collectie”, “Linear” and “Veni, Vidi, Vici”. 
Recitals included works composed by Dvorak and a performance by International tenor Mark 
Fowler. 

 The Coffs Coast Growers Market hosted a North Coast Health Promotion on lunchbox nutrition 
for schoolchildren. 

 Successful Australia Day ceremony (despite atrocious weather) including a Citizenship 
ceremony for 55 people from 19 countries  

 Bunker Cartoon Gallery exhibitions included waveAction and retrospectives by local artists Liz 
Scobie and Frances Larder. 

 2012 NRL pre-season match between the South Sydney Rabbitohs and New Zealand Warriors 
at BCU International Stadium on Saturday, February 11. 

 Council selected to participate in the NSW Electronic Housing Code project (proposing online 
approvals for new homes) 

 Coffs Harbour Regional Museum volunteers secured a Volunteer Initiated Museum (VIM) Grant 
scheme towards an historic photograph conservation project. 

 Council lifeguards launch beach safety awareness sessions for migrants under a partnership 
program with Northcoast Settlement Services. 

 Community Grants Program launched to help support community-driven sports, cultural, 
community infrastructure and city beautification works. 

 Community consultation initiated to assist the second stage of the development of a draft 
Coastal Zone Management Plan.  

 The Jetty Memorial Theatre officially launched the 2012 Community Theatre Season 
Showcase. 

 Council worked with the NSW Police in mounting the Watch Your Speed Campaign in a bid to 
cut the number of crashes occurring on local roads. 

 The Multicultural Harmony Festival – a family event that celebrates our success as a culturally-
diverse community – was staged at the Botanic Garden. 

 A survey was launched to help improve the services and facilities offered by Council’s local 
libraries as a first step in developing a strategic plan for the whole Coffs Harbour library service. 

 An online forum was opened as part of a wider community engagement process to assist the 
development of a Draft Cultural Policy. 
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GM12/16 2012/2016 DELIVERY PROGRAM AND 2012/2013 OPERATIONAL PLAN  

 
Purpose: 
 
To present Council's final Draft 2012/2016 Delivery Program, 2012/2013 Operational Plan, 
Program Budgets 2012/2016 and Fees and Charges 2012/2013.  This report recommends the 
reviewed documents be adopted and implemented from 1 July 2012. 
 
Description of Item: 
 
As part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework (introduced in 2010), Council is 
required to prepare and implement a Delivery Program (to cover a four-year period) and an 
Operational Plan for each financial year.  These documents outline the principal activities, budgets, 
works schedules, and fees and charges structure that Council proposes to pursue to help 
implement the strategies and achieve the objectives set out in the Coffs Harbour 2030 Community 
Strategic Plan. 
 
The Draft 2012/2016 Delivery Program, Draft 2012/2013 Operational Plan, Draft Program Budgets 
2012/2016 and Draft Fees and Charges 2012/2013 were adopted by Council on 12 April 2012 and 
placed on public exhibition for 29 days. A total of 22 community submissions were received and 
considered by Council; eight sought additional funding allocations within the budget to 
accommodate specific capital works. (A lack of Council resources means that some of the 
submitted projects must remain unfunded into the foreseeable future.) The remainder raised issues 
regarding the proposed Fees and Charges for 2012/2013, including 12 submissions voiced 
objections to the proposed increase in charges associated with the upgrading of waste services in 
the former Pristine Waters sections of the Local Government Area. 
 
A separate community engagement strategy was implemented in regard to a joint Council/business 
sector proposal to extend the term of the CBD Special Rate. That application is being considered 
by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). The application process requires 
Council to adopt its 2012/2013 Budget prior to 1 June 2012. IPART is expected to announce its 
determination by 6 June 2012. 
 
The revised budget documents presented to Council with this report allow for two scenarios: one 
incorporating an ongoing CBD Special Rate, the other without the CBD Special Rate. It is 
proposed that Council adopt the budget with both scenarios in place. Once IPART’s determination 
is known, the redundant scenario can be rescinded at the next available Council meeting. 
 
Following the review of the draft documents, the proposed 2012/2013 budget represents a 
projected deficit of $308,365 with an undertaking by Council to work to deliver a balanced result by 
the end of the financial year, ie, 30 June 2013. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
The Delivery Program and Operational Plan models stem from statewide planning reforms that are 
based on Sustainability and Quadruple Bottom Line (QBL) principles.  That is, there is a 
requirement that each component identifies and addresses social, environmental, economic and 
civic leadership issues. 
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Environment 
 

The adoption and implementation of the documents will have no environmental impacts apart 
from those associated with printing and energy use.  Consistent with Council policy, these 
impacts will be kept to a minimum.  Environmental issues relating to Council and the city are 
identified and addressed in a number of strategies encompassed by the Delivery Program 
and Operational Plan. 

 
 Social 
 

Community engagement has played an integral part in the finalisation of the Delivery 
Program and Operational Plan.  Consistent with the Coffs Harbour 2030 Plan, the documents 
include a range of strategies to enhance the social development of Coffs Harbour. 

 
 Civic Leadership  
 

The Delivery Program and Operational Plan create the platform for Council to provide works 
and services aimed at achieving the objectives of the Coffs Harbour 2030 Community 
Strategic Plan. This is consistent with the 2030 Plan strategy LC2.2.1: Enable and support all 
levels of government to serve the local community. 

 
 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

The Delivery Program and Operational Plan include a number of strategies to assist and 
contribute to the economic development of Coffs Harbour. As one of the city’s major 
businesses and employers, Council is an important contributor to the local economy; the 
implementation of planning, reporting and budgeting structures assists the management of 
the organization as a secure and stable enterprise. 

 
Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 

 
Council’s annual budget allows for the development and review of the Delivery Program and 
the Operational Plan. This expenditure is monitored through Council’s monthly and quarterly 
budget reviews.  

 
Consultation: 
 
Councillors have had the opportunity to participate in a number of workshops to review Council’s 
strategic objectives and budgetary priorities as part of the development and review of the Draft 
Delivery Program and Draft Operational Plan. Staff have also had extensive input into this process, 
with particular involvement in the review of the operational content of the draft documents. 
 
The Draft 2012/2016 Delivery Program, Draft 2012/2013 Operational Plan, Draft Program Budgets 
2012/2016 and Draft Fees and Charges 2012/2013 were adopted by Council on 12 April 2012 and 
placed on public exhibition for 29 days (Monday, 16 April to Monday, 14 May 2012).  
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
The draft documents could be accessed on Council’s website: www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au.  
Printed copies were also displayed at Council’s Administrative Centre, at the three branches of the 
City Library (Coffs Harbour, Woolgoolga and Toormina), at General Stores and Post Offices in 
Karangi, Coramba, Nana Glen, Lowanna, Ulong, Corindi and Red Rock and at the Coffs Harbour 
Visitor Information Centre. 
 
The public exhibition process was promoted on Council’s website and in the media. All promotional 
material encouraged the community to consider the draft documents and provide feedback to 
Council. Community submissions could be made online or by mail. 
 
In the course of the display period (and to close of business, Tuesday 15 May), Council received a 
total of 22 submissions on the draft documents (including 13 that were tendered by email).  During 
2011/2012, a number of separate funding requests (4) were referred for processing as community 
submissions to the Draft 2012/2013 Budget. Each community submission was registered, 
acknowledged (by letter or email) and referred to relevant staff for comment to assist in the 
consideration of the points raised.  
 
A summary of submissions was presented to Councillors on 16 May 2012 (see attachment). 
The submissions included 8 requests for funding in the budget for specific works. The nominated 
projects included improvements to roads, sports facilities, reserves and community venues. 
Additionally, 12 submissions objected to proposed increases in charges associated with the 
upgrading of waste services for the Red Rock and Corindi areas. 
 
Council has been able to fund $53,500 of requests through savings in this year’s budget.  These 
requests will be dealt with as part of the normal budget review process.   
 
The amounts cover: 
 
Ulong Showground slashing $2,000 
Ulong Hall and Showgrounds Bollards $4,500 
Coffs Harbour Criterion Track urgent repairs $15,000 
Friends of the Park Pilot Program $17,000 
Boambee East Community Centre Maintenance and Repairs $15,000 
 
A separate community engagement strategy was implemented earlier in the year in regard to a 
proposal to extend the Business City Centre Special Rate to fund a new stage of the successful 
city centre revitalization program. This was a tightly focused consultation process – targeting 
business city centre property-owners. The engagement strategy showed that there was 
considerable support for the proposal, a finding that was incorporated in Council’s application to 
IPART. 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
This is the third year that Council has considered the adoption of a Delivery Program and 
Operational Plan, prepared under the Local Government Amendment (Planning and Reporting) Act 
2009. 
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
Sections 404 and 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 detail requirements in relation to a 
council’s Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 
 
Additional requirements for the Operational Plan are set out in Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 – Clause 201 (relating to the content of Council’s annual statement of revenue 
policy) and Clause 203 (relating to reporting requirements for budget review statements and 
estimates revisions). 
 
Issues: 
 
 Final Draft Delivery Program and Operational Plan  

 
Despite the budget constraints, Council is able to proceed with a range of important 
initiatives in 2012/2013, including: 
 
- Coramba Water Main development ($750,000) 
- Reclaimed Water Pipeline Stage 2 ($4 million) 
- 2012 Election Expenses ($380,000) 
- Public Amenities Upgrade ($300,000) 
- Bonville Rural Residential Environmental Studies ($300,000) 
- LEP Review ($127,336) 
- Parks & Streets Litter Bin Contract ($336,900) 
- Community Village Operations ($368,700) offset by revenue ($283,200) 
- Runway Overlay Stage 1 ($100,000) ($5.5 million project over 2 financial years of 

which $5 million loan funded) 
- Sports Facilities Ovals Maintenance ($475,000) offset by Sports Facilities Ovals Hire 

Income ($76,600). 
- CBD Masterplan Works (Special Rate Variation ($668,900) 
- Insurance Costs ($1,098,660) 
- Payroll HR System ($260,000) 
- Fibre Optic Cabling ($71,225) 
- Library Resources ($131,500) 
- Jetty Theatre Operating Costs ($568,194) offset by revenue ($166,000) 
- Botanic Gardens – Completion Stage 1 Japanese Garden Dev ($10,000) 
- Local Sealed Roads Rehabilitation ($1,646,265) (includes $896,265 Roads to 

Recovery grant funding) 
- Regional Roads Repair Program ($480,000 - 50% grant funded) 
- Bridge Major Repairs ($785,330) 
- Street Cleaning ($378,100) 
- Public Toilet Cleaning ($285,500) 
- Boat Ramp Dredging ($59,900) 
- Historical Jetty Routine Maintenance ($79,000) 
- Street Lighting Operating Costs ($767,800). 
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Business City Centre Special Rate Application 
 

Council has applied to IPART to continue the Business City Centre Special Rate for a further 
ten-year period. 
 
IPART has already approved a state wide ‘Rate Pegging’ increase of 3.6% for 2012/2013.  
On top of this, Council is seeking a further 2.04% increase in ‘General Income’ (income from 
ordinary and special rates) - a total increase of 5.64%. This additional income (above the rate 
pegging limit) represents the proposed continuation of the Business City Centre Special 
Rate. 
 
The application for additional rate revenue only impacts on Business properties within the 
Coffs Harbour CBD. 
 
If Council's application is successful, the first step will be the development of a City Centre 
Masterplan in conjunction with a CBD Masterplan committee. 
 
This Masterplan will develop a program of works to be funded with the proposed Business 
City Centre Special Rate. 
 
If the Special Rate is continued for 2012/2013 the average ordinary rate for a Business City 
Centre property will increase from approximately $7,000.89 in 2011/2012 to $7,092.12 for 
2012/2013.  This represents an average increase of approximately $91.23 or 1.3%. 

 
 Impact on Residential Ratepayers 
 

Should Council not be successful with the proposed special rate variation (being the 
continuation of the Business City Centre Special Rate), the Draft 2012/2013 Operational Plan 
allows for the implementation of a 3.6% increase in ‘General Income’ (income from ordinary 
and special rates), announced for 2012/2013 by IPART under Local Government ‘Rate 
Pegging’ legislation.  

 
With a 3.6% rate variation, a typical residential ratepayer can expect a total rate increase 
(including annual and usage charges) of approximately $166.95 per annum (or $3.21 per 
week), which is a 6% increase from 2011/2012. 
 

 Impact on Farmland and Business Ratepayers  
 
With the 3.6% rate peg variation, the average farmland and business ratepayer can expect 
an increase to the ordinary rate component of their rate account as shown in the table below: 

 
Ordinary Rate Component  2011/2012 2012/2013 Increase 
 ($) ($) Amount ($) % 
Farmland Ordinary Rate 1,520.70 1,666.66 145.96 9.6* 
Business Ordinary Rate 3,189.13 3,282.25 93.12 2.9 

 
* The increase in the farmland ordinary rate is due to above average land valuation 

increases within this category for 2012/2013. 
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 2012/2016 Financial Estimates 

 
- General Fund 
 
The final draft four year Estimates each return deficit results as set out below: 
 

Year 
Financial 

Estimate ($) 
 

2012/2013 308,365 (Deficit) 

2013/2014 299,434 (Deficit) 

2014/2015 924,649 (Deficit) 

2015/2016 1,557,043 (Deficit) 

 
Operational incomes and expenditures are tightly budgeted and have been subject to 
constant scrutiny in recent years. 
 
There is little revenue-funded capital expenditure (excluding loan principle repayments), 
apart from asset renewal and rehabilitation programs which are not at sufficient levels to 
meet requirements and reduce backlogs.  There are significant capital works planned which 
are funded from rate variations, trading operations, grants, loans, S94 contributions, reserves 
etc. 
 
Council's annual forecast budgets are not meeting appropriate expenditure levels in relation 
to operations, asset renewals and capital works.  While it would appear that future rate 
variations will be part of the solution to this issue, management has been exploring other 
initiatives - including the service review process and alternative revenue streams – aimed at 
securing a sustainable balance between income and expenditure. 
 
- Water and Sewerage Funds 
 
Both the Water and Sewerage Funds have undertaken massive programs of capital works in 
recent years. Expenditure has been in excess of $300M. These works have been essential to 
maintain the viability of our city. Work is in progress on the final project: the decommissioning 
of the Sawtell Sewerage Treatment Plant and the construction of a sewerage trunk main 
from Sawtell to Coffs Harbour. 
 
This unprecedented program has been funded by a combination of loan funds, developer 
contributions, reserve funds and grants. Loan funds have been the major source, with $221M 
borrowed. 
 
Rates and annual charges have been held to reasonable increases in recent years, despite 
the large increase in loan repayments. This has been achieved by using the cash reserves of 
each fund to meet annual deficits. 
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GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 

The final draft Delivery Program provides for the deficits to decrease over the four years, as 
set out below: 
 

Year 
Water 

($) 
 

Sewerage
($) 

 

2012/2013 4,397,830 (Deficit) 3,542,337 (Deficit)
2013/2014 4,115,977 (Deficit) 2,921,413 (Deficit)
2014/2015 1,951,118 (Deficit) 2,217,449 (Deficit)
2015/2016 (192,535) (Surplus) 921,051 (Deficit)
 
The decrease in deficits is achieved due to growth in assessments, increased developer 
contributions, annual rates and charges increases and reducing loan repayments. 
 
It is anticipated that the Water Fund will have a budgeted surplus in 2015/2016. It is 
anticipated that the Sewerage Fund’s deficits will cease in 2016/2017 with a large loan being 
repaid that year. 
 
The viability of both funds is assured in future years. 
 

 Borrowings  
 
A total of $7,750,000 in proposed borrowings is included in the budget for 2012/2013. This 
comprises: 
 
- $5,000,000 for pavement upgrade works at the Airport; 
- $250,000 for a loan to Hockey Coffs Coast to replace the synthetic grass surface of 

their oval; and 
- $2,500,000 towards open space land acquisitions funded from S94 Contributions.  
 
None of the borrowings should have an impact on Council’s General Fund budgetary position 
as loan repayments all have a funding source. 
 
Council has approved the $5,000,000 borrowing for the Airport; this was necessary to meet 
timeframes in relation to an application submitted for a government interest subsidy. 
 

 Fees and Charges 2012/2013 
 
A review of the Draft Fees and Charges 2012/2013 has resulted in the following 
recommended changes: 
 
1. Page 45.  Property and Commercial Services– Fee for Certificate as to Classification of 

Land under Section 54 of the Local Government Act - (New fee) $40.00 
2. Page 89. Water Services – Electronic/Remote Read Meter Kits – by Quotation. 
3. Page 64. Community Facilities – Woolgoolga Community Village Hall – all fees non-

inclusive of GST.  
4. Page 67. Community Facilities – Sportz Central Stage Hire (New fees) – see below. 



     
   

 

ORDINARY MEETING 24 MAY 2012 
-  14  - 

GM12/16 - 2012/2016 Delivery Program and 2012/2013 Operational Plan   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 

 

Stage Hire Unit 
Proposed Fee or 
Charge 2012/13 

Pricing 
Policy 

GST 
Included 

Non Profit 
Community Use 

 $100.00 D Y 

Commercial Use First Day $500.00 D Y 

 
Subsequent 

Day 
$250.00 D Y 

Stage Hire Bond – 
Compulsory 

 $500.00 D N 

 
5. Page 69. Community Facilities – Nana Glen Sports, Recreation & Equestrian Centre – 

see below. 
 

Ground Hire 
for Non 
Members 

Unit 
Fee or Charge 

2011/12 
Proposed Fee 

or Charge 
2012/13 

Pricing 
Policy 

GST 
Included 

Equestrian Club 
≥10 horses 

Daily 
$150.00 + $10 

levy/horse 
$160.00 + horse 

fee 
B N 

Equestrian Club 
< 10 horses 

Daily 
$10.00 per 

person + $10 
levy/horse 

$10.00 per 
person + horse 

fee 
B N 

 
6. Page 74. Community Services – Jetty Theatre – Rehearsals – Commercial (New fee); 

Ticketing (New fees); Projector (New fee); additional Condition Hire for members of 
ACCTS - see below. 
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Jetty Theatre Unit 

Fee or 
Charge 
2011/12 

Proposed 
Fee or 
Charge 
2012/13 

Pricing 
Policy 

GST 
Included

Rehearsals      
Not For Profit (NFP) 
Commercial 

Hour 
$30.00 

- 
$35.00 
$77.00 

B 
- 

Y 
Y 

Ticketing      
NFP (With Theatre Booking)      

- Full Price Ticket $1/ Ticket $1 / Ticket   Y 

- Complimentary Ticket 
$0.35/ 
Ticket 

$0.45 / 
Ticket 

 Y 

Commercial (With Theatre 
Booking) 

  
 

  

- Full Price Ticket $2/ Ticket 
$2.50 / 
Ticket 

 Y 

- Complimentary Ticket 
$0.35/ 
Ticket 

$1.00 / 
Ticket 

 Y 

NFP (No Theatre Booking)      
- Setup Fee & Re-Editing Hour - $50  Y 
- All Tickets Ticket  $2 / Ticket  Y 
- Web Listing   $50  Y 

Commercial (No Theatre 
Booking) 

  
 

  

- Setup Fee & Re-Editing Hour  $100  Y 
- All Tickets Ticket  $3.50  Y 
- Web Listing   $100  Y 

Sundry      
Projector Hour  $20   Y 
Conditions of Hire 
5. In recognition of Local Amateur Theatre Groups contribution to the Jetty Memorial 

Theatre, Members of ACCTS are entitled to inclusions in accordance with the 
Theatre Charter. 

 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
Subject to Council approval, the 2012/2016 Delivery Program, 2012/2013 Operational Plan, 
Program Budgets 2012/2016 and Fees and Charges 2012/2013 will be implemented on 1 July 
2012. 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 

1. Adopt the 2012/2016 Delivery Program, 2012/2013 Operational Plan, Program Budgets 
2012/2016 and Fees and Charges 2012/2013. 

2. Note that the documents are adopted with two budget scenarios in place (one 
including the CBD Special Rate and one without) and that, following IPART’s 
determination of the special variation application, Council meet as soon as practicable 
to rescind the redundant scenario. 

3. Note that the adopted 2012/2013 Budget is based on a projected deficit of $308,365 
with an undertaking by Council to work to deliver a balanced result by the end of the 
period. 

4. Respond to all who made community submissions, advising them of the outcome of 
their requests and thanking them for their input. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve McGrath 
General Manager 
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CORPORATE BUSINESS DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

CB12/37 2012/2013 ENVIRONMENTAL LEVY PROJECTS SCHEDULE  

 
Purpose: 
 
To provide Council with the recommended program of works for the 2012/2013 Environmental 
Levy Program for inclusion in the 2012/2013 Draft Delivery Program.    
 
Description of Item: 
 
Council invited submissions for funding from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy from Thursday 1 
March 2012 until Friday 13 April 2012. 
 
A total of 44 submissions were received. A booklet containing all submissions is available in the 
Councillors' Room for inspection. 
 
The recommended program is included with this report. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 
 

The Environmental Levy Program is designed to ensure that environmental priorities (as 
outlined within Council’s State of Environment Report) are addressed.  All projects 
recommended for funding will result in beneficial outcomes for the environment of the Coffs 
Harbour Local Government Area (LGA). 

 
 Social 
 

Determination of successful projects is based on assessment criteria which includes the 
following: 
 
- Generate a community benefit; 
- Be community based; and 
- Improved aesthetic quality of our natural environment and amenity. 

 
Fourteen community groups / individuals applied for nineteen projects to be funded from the 
2012/2013 Environmental Levy, with fifteen projects being recommended for receipt of some 
funding.  In addition, the broader community benefits from the completion of high priority 
environmental management projects funded by the Environmental Levy. 

 
 Civic Leadership  
 

Council’s Environmental Levy Program provides funding for a variety of environmental 
initiatives. Many projects involve direct interaction between community groups, schools and 
council staff. Through these processes Council exhibits significant leadership in 
environmental issues and outcomes. 
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 Economic 
 

It is estimated that $1,280,140 income will be available for the Environmental Levy projects in 
2012/2013. This includes income from the 2012/13 Environmental Levy and a contribution 
from the Water Fund of $50,000 towards the Orara River works. Forty-four submissions were 
received requesting a total of $1,767,200 and therefore all submissions are unable to be 
funded. 

 
Consultation: 
 
The Environmental Levy Working Group, which includes five community representatives, three 
Councillors and three staff members is an advisory committee of Council.  The Environmental Levy 
Working Group met on 2 May 2012 to consider submissions and State of the Environment Report 
priorities and to recommend a program of works.  The recommended program is included in this 
report and the minutes of the Working Group’s meeting are provided as an Attachment. 
 
Where appropriate, discussions were held with Council staff with a specific area of expertise to 
obtain advice on works proposed in submissions. 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
Each year the Environmental Levy Program is formulated concurrent with the preparation of 
Council’s Draft Delivery Program.  This allows community input and Environmental Levy Working 
Group discussion before the program of works is finalised.  Assessment of submissions is 
undertaken in accordance with an adopted Council policy, which states that submissions must 
meet the following criteria to be eligible for funding: 
 
 address an identified priority or priorities in Coffs Harbour City Council’s most recent State of 

Environment Report;  
 protect and enhance the natural environment;  
 provide potential to attract outside funding sources; 
 generate a community benefit and be community-based;  
 meet a critical environmental need; 
 improve aesthetic quality of our natural environment and amenity; 
 works on private land must prove a “public benefit” rather than only benefiting an individual or 

group. 
 
Issues: 
 
The Environmental Levy Working Group’s recommended 2012/2013 Environmental Levy Program 
is shown below: 
 
Submissions included in the recommended program address a priority issue in Council’s State of 
Environment Report.  Several submissions are recommended with a reduced level of funding, such 
as Supporting Community Action in the Coffs Harbour LGA and the Orara River Rehabilitation 
Project. 
 
Details of all recommended projects are as follows, and a schedule of funding sources and 
summary of projects is included. 
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Project 
Amount 

Requested 
Recommended 

Amount

Environmental Levy Co-ordination 62,375.00 62,375.00
Biodiversity Officers 198,790.00 198,790.00
Bush Regeneration 195,700.00 195,700.00
Weed Eradication 100,000.00 100,000.00
Supporting Community Action in the Coffs Harbour LGA 130,820.00 119,820.00
Yarrawarra Giriin Team - Bush Regeneration 19,862.00 17,862.00
Coffs Harbour Community Seedbank Network 9,945.00 9,945.00
Boambee Beach bush Regeneration - North of Deep Sea 
release Pipeline 19,992.00 19,992.00
Orara River Rehabilitation Project 194,500.00 174,500.00
Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow-up Chemical Weeding 19,992.00 19,992.00
Darrunda Wajaarr Repair to country high Priority Sites 21,150.00 19,150.00
Monitoring birds within Community icon Areas on the Coffs 
Coast 7,850.00 7,850.00
Remote Camera Surveys for Medium-sized Ground Mammals 
For Coffs Harbours Coast and Hinterland 19,300.00 19,300.00
Building a Collaborative Management regime for the Coffs-
Boambee Coastal corridor 27,914.00 25,914.00
Woolgoolga Flying Fox camp restoration - Target Weed 
Maintenance 20,000.00 18,000.00
Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation Map Validation 15,000.00 15,000.00
Building an Information Base at multiple scales of the 
Eucalypts of the Coffs Harbour region 22,800.00 22,800.00
Coffs Harbour comprehensive Koala Plan of Management 
Review of Koala populations in the southern and western 
precincts 80,000.00 75,000.00
Moonee Reserve Amenity Improvement Project 5,400.00 5,400.00
Education Officer Botanic Garden 15,000.00 15,000.00
Impacts on Fresh Water Systems 2,000.00 2,000.00
Coffs Creek Northern Reach Restoration 2030 Project 20,000.00 18,000.00
Buluunggal (Coffs Creek) Interpretive bush Tucker Trail 9,900.00 9,900.00
Equipment to Help our Native Wildlife 7,800.00 7,800.00
Implementation of the Vertebrate Pests Management Strategy 8,650.00 8,650.00
Green Schools Sustainability Fund 16,500.00 16,500.00
Blueberries don't have to make the catchment Blue - Hearnes 
Lake Fish Friendly Farms 14,332.00 11,000.00
Our Living Coast Sustainable Living Festival 28,900.00 28,900.00
Coffs Ambassadors Interpretive Tours 30,280.00 20,000.00
Korora Lagoons Aquatic Weed Control Program 10,000.00 10,000.00

Aquatic biodiversity Survey and baseline Mapping of 
freshwater crayfish and aquatic species of the Mid North Coast 5,000.00 5,000.00

 $1,339,752 $1,280,140
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Projects not recommended Amount Requested

Mackays Road to Joyce Street Shared Pathway 45,400.00
Clean Waterways for our community 71,740.00
Estuarine Biodiversity Discovery - Corindi River Wetlands 33,822.00
Southern Bank Regeneration 8,568.00
Stormwater Drain Stencilling 1,500.00
Coffs Harbour City Council Bike Plan 20,275.00
Coffs Harbour Coastal Zone Management Plan 15,604.00
Plant Donations for Community Groups and Individuals 20,000.00
Our Living Coast - Solitary Islands Coastal Walk 80,000.00
Connecting Fern Tree Creek's Corridors 19,284.00
Children & Artists Clean Up Coffs Creek 6,050.00
Wash Water Treatment System and Wash Bay 95,205.00
Boambee Headland 10,000.00

Total Amount Requested for Projects Not Recommended $427,448.00
 
Funding Sources 
 
 $
Environmental Rate Levy 1,089,347
Water fund contribution 50,000
EL Reserve 140,793
Total Funds 1,280,140
 
At a Council meeting on 14 July 2011 it was resolved that Coffs Harbour City Council conducts a 
review of the Environmental Levy Program. This review was considered by Council at its meeting 
of 23 February 2012. The adopted review included ten resolutions. One of those resolutions was 
“that the Council projects of Environmental Levy Administration, Biodiversity, Bush Regeneration 
and Weeds Control be funded directly from the Environmental Levy and that these funds be 
deducted from the fund prior to the consideration of the committee”. Budgets have been suggested 
for 2012/2013 based on previous years or an average of the past few years’ applications via the 
Directors. 
 
1. Environmental Levy Coordination 
 

On 1 July 2006 the program support section of the finance branch became responsible for 
the administration of the Environmental Levy Program. To supplement resources to 
undertake the additional workload, a trainee was appointed. With the review of the 
Environmental Levy Program the position was also reviewed and an upgrade eventuated. 
Continued funding of the additional resources is required to enable the administration to be 
effectively delivered. 

 
It is recommended that $62,375 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Environmental Levy Coordination. 
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2. Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity in the Coffs Harbour Local 

Government Area 
 

Historically, activities for the positions of Senior Biodiversity Officer and Biodiversity Officer 
have been guided by the Planning Framework outlined under the Biodiversity Action Strategy 
2002.  It is proposed that the future activities will be guided under the Biodiversity Action 
Strategy 2012-2030 which is currently on public exhibition.  

 
Key projects are: Finalise Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation Mapping; Derive core koala 
habitat, high valued habitats, corridors footprint layer and Biodiversity Assets layer; Deal with 
vegetation and habitat assessments; Prepare five Biodiversity Guidelines. 

 
It is recommended that $198,790 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity in the Coffs 
Harbour Local Government Area. 

 
3. Bushland Regeneration 
 

Last year $190,000 was allocated to the Bush Regeneration Program.  This year Council 
requested an amount of $195,700 for the Bushland Regeneration Program which is a 3% 
increase. Specifically, this is to fund one bush regeneration team leader, one officer and one 
assistant.  Works are undertaken in accordance with an established program, details of 
which are included in the list supplied to the Environmental Levy Coordinator. 

 
It is recommended that $195,700 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Bushland Regeneration. 

 
4. Environmental Weed Control Program  
 

This project is a key component of natural area management within the local government 
area. Since 1998 it has integrated with the Bush Regeneration, Weed Services Control, 
Department of Environment and Climate Change and Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare 
programs across the LGA. This program specifically targets and reduces the impacts of 
environmental weeds on the biodiversity and natural heritage of the area. 
 
It is recommended that $100,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Environmental Weed Control Program.  

 
Summary of Recommended Projects: 
 
5. Supporting Community Action In The Coffs Harbour LGA 
 

Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare (CHRL) is an incorporated body which provides 
coordination and support to Landcare and other environmental groups and individuals who 
work voluntarily in rehabilitating degraded natural ecosystems. In 2012/2013 this project will 
support over 300 Landcare volunteers through the provision of insurance, bush regeneration 
training, tools and materials and administration support. They will also rehabilitate and 
revegetate approximately 275 Hectares of vegetation across 19 volunteer work-sites. Due to 
funding limitations the Working Group recommends that $119,820 of the $130,820 requested 
be allocated to the project. 
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It is recommended that $119,820 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Supporting Community Action in the Coffs Harbour LGA. 

 
6. Yarrawarra Giriin Team – Bush Regeneration 
 

EnviTE Environment is currently working with the Yarrawarra Aboriginal cooperation on a 
NSW Environmental Trust project at Red Rock training four workers in bush regeneration. 
This project will allow EnviTE Environment to support the Giriin Team outside Red Rock 
regenerating lands considered of having important cultural significance to the Yarrawarra 
mob within the Gumbaynggirr Nation. Due to funding limitations the Working Group 
recommends that $17,862 of the $19,862 requested be allocated to the project. 

 
It is recommended that $17,862 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Yarrawarra Giriin Team – Bush Regeneration. 

 
7. Coffs Harbour Community Seedbank Network 
 

This project, managed by EnviTE, will allow a range of local seed to be collected and 
distributed amongst community groups, community nurseries, schools, Landcare groups and 
council. The native seeds will be collected, processed, stored and distributed at no cost to 
the community. 

 
It is recommended that $9,945 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Harbour Community Seedbank Network. 

 
8. Boambee Beach Bush Regeneration - North of Deep Sea Release Pipeline 
 

A bush regeneration contractor and the Jetty Dunecare group members will continue to 
undertake regeneration and weed control works of 24 Hectares at Boambee Beach.  Fox den 
fumigation will also be undertaken in conjunction with NPWS. 

 
It is recommended that $19,992 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Boambee Beach Bush Regeneration. 

 
9. Orara River Rehabilitation Project 
 

This project has been continuing since 1999 when local Landcare groups commenced 
rehabilitation of the river through erosion control works, exclusion of stock from the riparian 
zone, extensive weed control and revegetation works. This project continues in 2012/2013 
and will re-establish and maintain a healthy, stable river system with a riparian zone free of 
weeds and inhabited by native flora and fauna, including aquatic species. Due to funding 
limitations the Working Group recommends that $174,500 of the $194,500 requested be 
allocated to the project. 

 
It is recommended that $174,500 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Orara River Rehabilitation Project. This includes an amount of $50,000 
from Coffs Coast Water, which is available subject to works receiving prior approval 
from Executive Manager, Operations – Coffs Coast Water. 
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10. Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow-Up Chemical Weeding 
 

The Jetty Dunecare Group has requested $19,992 for the engagement of a qualified bush 
regeneration contractor to continue chemical weed eradication control along the 18 Hectare 
area of the Jetty Foreshores. Fox den fumigation will also be undertaken in conjunction with 
NPWS. 

 
It is recommended that $19,992 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow-up Chemical Weeding.  

 
11. Darrunda Wajaarr Repair to Country High Priority Sites 
 

The Coffs Harbour Local Aboriginal Lands Council has requested $21,150 to train Aboriginal 
bush regenerators and undertake regeneration work on specific high priority Aboriginal sites 
principally along the coastal strip in the Coffs Harbour LGA from Sawtell to Arrawarra. Due to 
funding limitations the Working Group recommends that $19,150 of the $21,150 requested 
be allocated to the project. 

 
It is recommended that $19,150 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Darrunda Wajaarr Repair to Country High Priority Sites. 

 
12. Monitoring Birds Within Community Icon Areas on the Coffs Coast 
 

This project seeks to complement the broader CHCC biodiversity monitoring program by 
continuing seasonal monitoring of birds within three community icon reference areas allowing 
completion of a two year, baseline bird monitoring data set for the three areas.  

 
It is recommended that $7,850 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Monitoring Birds within Community Icon Areas on the Coffs Coast. 

 
13. Remote Camera Surveys for Medium-Sized Ground Mammals for Coffs Harbours Coast and 

Hinterland 
 

This project will select, establish and initiate long term fauna monitoring sites on the Coffs 
Harbour coast and hinterland. Information collected will provide information to aid the 
development and promotion of biodiversity conservation policies and practices. 

 
It is recommended that $19,300 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Remote Camera Surveys for Medium-sized Ground Mammals for Coffs 
Harbours Coast and Hinterland. 

 
14. Building a Collaborative Management Regime for the Coffs-Boambee Coastal Corridor 
 

This program will seek to build a collaborative management model across the lands from the 
Racecourse to Toormina along both sides of Hogbin Drive. It will take a coordination role in 
identifying issues and threats across the landscape, developing options for best practice 
management. It will also seek cash funding to deliver protection and restoration of natural 
values. Due to funding limitations the Working Group recommends that $25,914 of the 
$27,914 requested be allocated to the project. 
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It is recommended that $25,914 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Building a Collaborative Management Regime for the Coffs-Boambee 
Coastal Corridor. 

 
15. Woolgoolga Flying Fox Camp Restoration – Target Weed Maintenance 
 

This project received $50,000 grant funds to complete initial works programs which is due to 
be completed in October 2012. Funds from the Environmental Levy are mainly required to 
conduct follow up weed control once the grant is finalised. Due to funding limitations the 
Working Group recommends that $18,000 of the $20,000 requested be allocated to the 
project. 

 
It is recommended that $18,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Woolgoolga Flying Fox Camp Restoration – Target Weed Maintenance. 

 
16. Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation Map Validation 
 

The Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation project commenced in 2007 and looked at refining 
vegetation community mapping across the Coffs Harbour Local Government Area. Nearing 
completion, the project will be delivered in May 2012. The purpose of this project is to 
conduct an independent validation of the map to ensure end users of the accuracy and 
overall quality of the maps. 

 
It is recommended that $15,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation Map Validation. 

 
17. Building an Information Base at Multiple Scales of the Eucalypts of the Coffs Harbour Region 
 

This project aims to collect key information for planning, education and interpretation of the 
most diverse tall eucalypt forests in the world on the Coffs Harbour coast and hinterland. Run 
by NSW National Parks Association; Coffs – Bellingen Branch this project aims to inform 
Council on possible visitor centres or interpretation sites in the Bongil Bongil NP and the 
Bruxner Park Flora Reserve / Ulidarra NP; provide planning, conservation, management and 
interpretation in the Coffs Harbour Local Government Area; and acquire information within 
half a days travel of Coffs Harbour to support tourism based in Coffs Harbour. The Working 
Group stipulated that all works be carried out exclusively within the Coffs Harbour Local 
Government Area. 

 
It is recommended that $22,800 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Building an Information Base at Multiple Scales of the Eucalypts of the 
Coffs Harbour Region subject to studies being carried out exclusively within the Coffs 
Harbour Local Government Area. 

 
18. Coffs Harbour Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management Review of Koala Populations in 

the Southern and Western Precincts 
 

The project will assess koala populations, resource use and identify habitat in the Southern 
and Western Precincts of the Local Government Area. The result will be a review of the 
Koala Habitat spatial layers that underpin the Coffs Harbour Comprehensive Koala Plan of 
Management. Due to funding limitations the Working Group recommends that $75,000 of the 
$80,000 requested be allocated to the project. 
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It is recommended that $75,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Harbour Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management Review of 
Koala Populations in the Southern and Western Precincts. 

 
19. Moonee Reserve Amenity Improvement Project 
 

This project will manage the spread of weeds along the riparian zone of the Green Bluff 
Reserve at Moonee Beach. It will also improve the awareness of attitudes and behaviour of 
local and visiting dog owners to take more responsibility for reducing the negative impact 
they currently have on the site. 

 
It is recommended that $5,400 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Moonee Reserve Amenity Improvement Project. 

 
20. Education Officer Botanic Garden 
 

The Botanic Garden provides learning experiences in areas such as Biodiversity, Ecology 
and Ecosystems, Botany, Fauna, Aboriginal Studies, Art and Cultural Studies. The objective 
is to continue employment of the Education Officer to further develop both school based 
education programs and a range of free to public events promoting Biodiversity in the 
Region. 

 
It is recommended that $15,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Education Officer Botanic Garden. 

 
21. Impacts on Fresh Water Systems 
 

This project will complete a ten year study on the impacts of land clearing, flood and 
restoration on Coffs Creek and the Orara Valley, ending June 2014. The following year will 
be taken up in analysing the data and reporting the findings to Council.  

 
It is recommended that $2,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Impacts on Fresh Water Systems. 

 
22. Coffs Creek Northern Reach Restoration 2030 Project 
 

This project looks at the restoration of a section of high profile coastal dune system at the 
mouth of Coffs Creek. It will involve extensive weed removal, infill planting, rubbish removal 
and the establishment of a bin system. Due to funding limitations the Working Group 
recommends that $18,000 of the $20,000 requested be allocated to the project. 

 
It is recommended that $18,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Creek Northern Reach Restoration 2030 Project. 
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23. Buluunggal (Coffs Creek) Interpretive Bush Tucker Trail 
 

This project will provide an entrance sign at the Botanic Gardens end of the Bush Tucker 
Trail which runs along Coffs Creek from the Showground to the Botanic Gardens. Three 
additional interpretative signs highlighting the value and benefits for protecting the estuary 
will also be designed and installed. 

 
It is recommended that $9,900 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Buluunggal (Coffs Creek) Interpretive Bush Tucker Trail. 

 
24. Equipment to Help Our Native Wildlife 
 

MNC Wires, comprised of local community volunteers, provides an invaluable service which 
helps ensure the continued existence of native wildlife in our area. The project is the 
purchase of small equipment which would increase the number of animals which could be 
rescued and cared for, as well as improve the quality of that care. 

 
It is recommended that $7,800 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Equipment to help our Native Wildlife. 

 
25. Implementation of the Vertebrate Pests Management Strategy 

 
There are currently four Draft Vertebrate Pest Management Operational Plans. This project 
will allow a further three plans to be completed in 2013 as well as continued support of the 
Indian Myna control program and the regional wild horse program. 

 
It is recommended that $8,650 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Implementation of the Vertebrate Pests Management Strategy. 

 
26. Green Schools Sustainability Fund 
 

The Green Schools Sustainability Fund provides financial and in-kind support to Coffs 
Harbour schools, to enable them to undertake actions from their school environment 
management plans. This project helps to build our school community’s capacity to undertake 
sustainability projects, as not only are students and teachers involved, but also the wider 
school community of parent and school committees such as the P & C. 

 
It is recommended that $16,500 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Green Schools Sustainability Fund. 

 
27. Blueberries do not have to Make the Catchment Blue – Hearnes Lake Fish Friendly Farms 

 
This project tackles improving farm management practices in the Hearnes Lake catchment 
by funding some education and demonstration projects. Due to funding limitations the 
Working Group recommends that $11,000 of the $14,332 requested be allocated to the 
project. 

 
It is recommended that $11,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Blueberries don’t have to make the Catchment Blue – Hearnes Lake Fish 
Friendly Farms. 
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28. Our Living Coast Sustainable Living Festival 
 

This project has been operating for four years and has been previously funded from grants.  
From a one day event it has expanded into a week of activities. This year’s event will have a 
strong focus on sustainability for rural and rural residential households through the Landcare 
Learn program as well as targeting the traditional urban residential household group. 

 
It is recommended that $28,900 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Our Living Coast Sustainable Living Festival.  

 
29. Coffs Ambassadors Interpretive Tours 
 

This program involves community volunteers running short interpretive tours within the Local 
Government Area that the volunteers develop themselves on themes that interest them. 
Volunteers receive training from NPWS Discovery Rangers in tour interpretation, design and 
Aboriginal cultural awareness. Volunteers are then mentored by a Ranger and Council staff 
member to help plan their tour. In 2012-2013 it is anticipated there will be twenty volunteers 
offering twenty unique tours. In 2011/2012 $15,000 was allocated to this project and remains 
unspent as at the end of April. Due to funding limitations the Working Group recommends 
that $20,000 of the $30,280 requested be allocated to the project 

 
It is recommended that $20,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Ambassadors Interpretive Tours. 

 
30. Korora Lagoons Aquatic Weed Control Program 

 
In 2011 Council undertook chemical treatment of Lagoon One at Korora. This project 
involves treating the remaining three Lagoons. Also a community education campaign and 
monitoring program to support the long term strategy for the Lagoons will be completed. 

 
It is recommended that $10,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Korora Lagoons Aquatic Weed Control Program. 

 
31. Aquatic Biodiversity Survey and Baseline Mapping of Freshwater Crayfish and Aquatic 

Species of the Mid North Coast 
 

The aim of this joint research project is to conduct a baseline survey of freshwater habitats in 
coastal catchments in the Coffs Harbour Local Government Area with the emphasis on 
swamps and ephemeral streams. The distribution of one species of crayfish will be of priority 
interest however the habitat preference of all crayfish species will be collated along with 
information of all other aquatic species as part of a long term monitoring strategy. 

 
It is recommended that $5,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Aquatic Biodiversity Survey and Baseline Mapping of Freshwater 
Crayfish and Aquatic Species of the Mid North Coast. 
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Projects Not Recommended: 
 
Mackays Road to Joyce Street Shared Pathway 
 
This project is to construct a shared pathway from Mackays Rd to Joyce St for children walking / 
riding to school and adults exercising. 
 
Clean Waterways for Our Community 
 
This project will conduct an audit of major industrial areas backing onto creeks and include an 
education program for best practice procedures. Sampling creeks at downstream points from the 
industrial areas will provide a baseline data for future studies. 
 
Estuarine Biodiversity Discovery – Corindi River Wetlands 
 
This project will design and construct ten interpretive signs to be located at key positions along the 
Corindi River boardwalk.  It will also develop an outdoor wetland biodiversity education kit tailored 
for local primary school children and implement two guided walks during holiday time. 
 
Southern Bank Regeneration 
 
This project aims to beautify the west and southern banks of the Fishing Club with low growing 
native plants, remove weeds and peg down weed matting. Stabilise steep banks by planting 
Lomandras and employ a bush regeneration contractor.  
 
Stormwater Drain Stenciling 
 
This project involves labelling storm drain inlets with painted messages directing the community 
not to dump pollutants into the drain. It would include designing and creating the stencils and 
painting the drains. 
 
Coffs Harbour City Council Bike Plan 
 
This project will collate existing data and conduct a recreational survey to provide baseline data for 
future projects. 
 
Coffs Harbour Coastal Zone Management Plan 
 
This project will link Council’s coastal zone management plan with other planning processes in the 
coastal zone to facilitate integrated coastal zone management. 
 
Plant Donations for Community Groups and Individuals 
 
This project was to continue funding donated plants which were previously funded by Council 
surplus budgets. Plant donations are made to schools and charities for various projects as well as 
Council’s Parks and Maintenance projects to replace vandalised, diseased or dead trees. 
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CB12/37 - 2012-2013 Environmental Levy Projects Schedule   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Our Living Coast - Solitary Islands Coastal Walk (SICW) 
 
The Solitary Islands Coastal Walk (SICW) originated as a community initiative to plan and develop 
a coastal walk from Sawtell to Arrawarra. Funding this year will allow the walkway on Ocean View 
Headland to be upgraded. 
 
Connecting Fern Tree Creek’s Corridors 
 
This project aims to regenerate and rehabilitate areas affected by invasive weeds and human 
access activities to support native vegetation and biodiversity. 
 
Children and Artists Clean Up Coffs Creek 
 
Casuarina Steiner School applied for funds to clean-up a site along Coffs Creek including children 
from the school with their families on Clean Up Australia Day 2013. 
 
Wash Water Treatment System and Wash Bay 
 
This project will replace the interim method for cleaning plant equipment with the installation of a 
wash bay that naturally converts wastes into harmless water and carbon dioxide. 
 
Boambee Headland 
 
This project will employ a Bush Regenerator to remove weeds allowing for regeneration to occur. 
 
Other Departments Comments: 
 
Council staff and members of the Environmental Working Group were consulted in the preparation 
of this report. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. It is recommended that $62,375 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 

Program for Environmental Levy Coordination. 

2. It is recommended that $198,790 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity in the Coffs 
Harbour Local Government Area. 

3. It is recommended that $195,700 is allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Bushland Regeneration. 

4. It is recommended that $100,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Environmental Weed Control Program. 

5. It is recommended that $119,820 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Supporting Community Action in the Coffs Harbour LGA. 

6. It is recommended that $17,862 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Yarrawarra Giriin Team – Bush Regeneration. 
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CB12/37 - 2012-2013 Environmental Levy Projects Schedule   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
7. It is recommended that $9,945 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 

Program for Coffs Harbour Community Seedbank Network. 

8. It is recommended that $19,992 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Boambee Beach Bush Regeneration. 

9. It is recommended that $174,500 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Orara River Rehabilitation Project. This includes an amount of $50,000 
from Coffs Coast Water, which is available subject to works receiving prior approval 
from Executive Manager, Operations – Coffs Coast Water. 

10. It is recommended that $19,992 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow-up Chemical Weeding.  

11. It is recommended that $19,150 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Darrunda Wajaarr Repair to Country High Priority Sites. 

12. It is recommended that $7,850 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Monitoring Birds within Community Icon Areas on the Coffs Coast. 

13. It is recommended that $19,300 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Remote Camera Surveys for Medium-sized Ground Mammals for Coffs 
Harbours Coast and Hinterland. 

14. It is recommended that $25,914 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Building a Collaborative Management Regime for the Coffs-Boambee 
Coastal Corridor. 

15. It is recommended that $18,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Woolgoolga Flying Fox Camp Restoration – Target Weed Maintenance. 

16. It is recommended that $15,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Harbour Class 5 Vegetation Map Validation. 

17. It is recommended that $22,800 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Building an Information Base at Multiple Scales of the Eucalypts of the 
Coffs Harbour Region subject to studies being carried out exclusively within the Coffs 
Harbour Local Government Area. 

18. It is recommended that $75,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Harbour Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management Review of 
Koala Populations in the Southern and Western Precincts. 

19. It is recommended that $5,400 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Moonee Reserve Amenity Improvement Project. 

20. It is recommended that $15,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Education Officer Botanic Garden. 

21. It is recommended that $2,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Impacts on Fresh Water Systems. 

22. It is recommended that $18,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Creek Northern Reach Restoration 2030 Project. 

23. It is recommended that $9,900 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Buluunggal (Coffs Creek) Interpretive Bush Tucker Trail. 
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CB12/37 - 2012-2013 Environmental Levy Projects Schedule   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
24. It is recommended that $7,800 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 

Program for Equipment to help our Native Wildlife. 

25. It is recommended that $8,650 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Implementation of the Vertebrate Pests Management Strategy. 

26. It is recommended that $16,500 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Green Schools Sustainability Fund. 

27. It is recommended that $11,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Blueberries don’t have to make the Catchment Blue – Hearnes Lake Fish 
Friendly Farms. 

28. It is recommended that $28,900 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Our Living Coast Sustainable Living Festival.  

29. It is recommended that $20,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Coffs Ambassadors Interpretive Tours. 

30. It is recommended that $10,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Korora Lagoons Aquatic Weed Control Program. 

31. It is recommended that $5,000 be allocated from the 2012/2013 Environmental Levy 
Program for Aquatic Biodiversity Survey and Baseline Mapping of Freshwater 
Crayfish and Aquatic Species of the Mid North Coast. 
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CB12/38 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT FOR MARCH 2012  

 
Purpose: 
 
To provide the quarterly budget review statement and report on the estimated budget position as at 
31 March 2012. 
 
The following attachments are included with this report: 
 
Attachment A - Budget Review Income and Expenses Statement by Program 
Attachment B - Budget Review Capital Budget 
Attachment C - Budget Review Cash and Investments position 
Attachment D - Budget Review Key Performance Indicators 
Attachment E - Budget Review Contracts and Other Expenses.  
 
Description of Item: 
 
As part of the new Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework for local government, the 
Division of Local Government has developed a minimum set of budget reports to assist Council in 
meeting their legislative requirements.  These documents are collectively known as the Quarterly 
Budget Review Statement (QBRS) and form part of the framework of Clause 203 of the of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005.  This regulation requires a council’s Responsible 
Accounting Officer to submit quarterly budget review statements to the governing body of Council. 
These minimum statements are contained within Attachments A through E of this report. The table 
below summarises this quarter's budget variations. 
 
Estimated Budget Position as at 31 March 2012: 
 
 General Water Sewer 
 Account Account Account 
 $ $ $ 
    
Original Budget adopted 23 June 2011 182,220 (D) 4,897,205 (D) 3,591,600 (D)
  
Approved Variations to 31 Dec 2011 (196,026) (S) Nil Nil
Recommended variations for quarter 
ending 31 March 2012 7,210 (D) 73,794 (D) 80,000 (D)
 
Estimated result 2011/12 as at 
31 March 2012 (6,596) (S) 4,970,999 (D) 3,671,600 (D)
 
General Account Deficit/ 

(Surplus) 
 
National Digital Economy Strategy per council extraordinary meeting 
resolution 16/1/12 (CS12/1) 80,000 (D)
 
Additional ordinary rates income above budget forecast (6,987) (S)
Actual pensioner rate subsidy income to be received will not meet 
forecasted budget estimate 2,284 (D)
Income from extra charges interest are trending higher than estimated (11,067) (S)
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CB12/38 - Quarterly Budget Review Statement for March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
IT staff costs surplus from long term vacancies in GIS Coordinator and 
Records Managers positions (65,000) (S)
Bring sale of information products budget into line with projected actual 7,000 (D)
Bring copying and enquiry fees budget into line with projected actual 15,000 (D)
 
Finance staff costs surplus from staff on extended leave plus staff 
working reducing hours (60,000) (S)
Bring telephone charges budget into line with projected actual 7,500 (D)
Agency costs being now substantially offset by credit card surcharge 
income  (38,000) (S)
 
Realign Development/Construction Certificate fees income to expected 
level of activity to end of June 2012 108,000 (D)
 
Economic Development Plan projected cost 20,000 (D) 
National Economic Strategy funds redistributed to Economic 
Development Plan and also offset other Council projects (51,520) (S)
 
Property & Commercial staff costs surplus from long term sick leave (25,000) (S)
 
Boambee East Community Village landscaping works to improve traffic 
safety and reduce opportunity for vandalism 5,000 (D)
 
Community Village roadworks upgrade. Use of heavy vehicles during 
Coles building phase has further deteriorated state of service road. 
Potholes and increased traffic along service road has impacted usage by 
elderly and mentally disabled clients of the Village.  60,000 (D)
 
Information Management System (IMS) staff costs surplus due to long 
term vacancy (41,495) (S)
Corporate Governance staff cost savings (22,000) (S)
Administration & Legal staff cost savings (15,000) (S)
Revised Legal Expenses likely costs to year end 78,495 (D)
 
Domestic Sewage System Supervision cost savings due to long term 
staff vacancy (70,000) (S)
 
Jetty Theatre Business Plan to be undertaken with similar scope to that 
undertaken at Bunker Cartoon Gallery 30,000 (D)
 
Total 7,210 (D)
 
Water Account 
 
Growth in property numbers is not matching forecasted growth resulting in 
reduced residential water access charges 73,794 (D)
 
Total 73,794 (D)
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CB12/38 - Quarterly Budget Review Statement for March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Sewer Account 
 
Growth in property numbers is not matching forecasted growth resulting in 
reduced residential sewer access charges 80,000 (D)
 
Total 80,000 (D)
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
This report is one of procedure only. 
 
 Environment 
 

There are no perceived short or long-term environmental impacts. 
 
 Social 
 

There are no perceived short or long term social impacts. 
 
 Civic Leadership  
 

Council strives to reach a balanced budget position by June 30 each year in conjunction with 
meeting its short term priorities. 

 
 Economic 
 

Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 

The Original budget for the General Account adopted on 23 June 2011 provided for a deficit 
of $182,220. 
 
For substantial budget adjustments the associated Council reports have addressed the triple 
bottom line factors independently in 2011/12. 

 
Consultation: 
 
Managers and their relevant staff have been provided with electronic budget reports for each 
program on a monthly basis. Requested variations and variations adopted by Council have been 
included in the report. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
As discussed above, under local government regulations the Responsible Accounting Officer is 
required to submit a quarterly budget review to Council. There is no obligation to provide monthly 
reviews but it has been recommended they be completed as part of prudent financial management. 
 
Responsible Accounting Officers Statement 
 
The Responsible Accounting Officer believes the Quarterly Budget Review Statement indicates the 
financial position of the Council is satisfactory, having regard to the projected estimates of income 
and expenditure and the original budgeted income and expenditure. 
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CB12/38 - Quarterly Budget Review Statement for March 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. The Quarterly Budget Review Statements be noted. 

2. That the budget adjustments be approved and the current budget position be noted. 

Estimated Budget Position as at 31 March 2012: 
 

 General Water Sewer 
 Account Account Account 
 $ $ $ 
    
Original Budget adopted 
23 June 2011 182,220 (D) 4,897,205 (D) 3,591,600 (D)
  
Approved variations to 
December 2011 (196,026) (S) Nil Nil
Recommended variations for 
quarter ending 31 March 2012 7,210 (D) 73,794 (D) 80,000 (D)
  
Estimated result 2011/12 as at 
31 March 2012 (6,596) (S) 4,970,999 (D) 3,671,600 (D)
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CB12/39 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL  

 
Purpose: 
 
To advise Council of a determination by the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal of fees for 
councillors and mayors for 2012/13.    
 
Description of Item: 
 
Each year, pursuant to Section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Local Government 
Remuneration Tribunal receives submissions and determines the categories for councils, county 
councils and mayoral offices and the maximum and minimum amounts of fees to be paid during 
the period 1 July to 30 June of the following year to mayors and councillors as well as chairpersons 
and members of county councils. 
 
Coffs Harbour City Council has been classed as a Category - Regional Rural Council by the 
Tribunal. The Categories of Councils were initially determined in 1995 and are due for review every 
three years.  
 
The Tribunal has made a determination on fees for 2012/13. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
Sustainability has now become a part of the Council's decision making process. 
 
 Economic 
 

Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 

The impact on the 2012/13 budget will be an increase of $4,690 over the 2011/12 allocation. 
 
Consultation: 
 
The Tribunal's process is to take formal submissions and to consult with councils and the Local 
Government and Shires Association.  
 
Council did not make a submission with respect to the fee. 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
Council has for many years maintained its fee structure at the maximum level based on the 
workload, commitment and broad nature of Council's operations. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
Section 239 of the Local Government Act established the Tribunal. 
 
Section 241 of the Local Government Act provides for the Tribunal to determine fees. 
 
Section 248 of the Local Government Act provides for Council to pay all Councillors an annual fee 
of at least the minimum as determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 
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CB12/39 - Local Government Remuneration Tribunal   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Section 249 of the Local Government Act provides for the Council to pay the Mayor an annual fee 
of at least the minimum as determined by the Remuneration Tribunal.  The Council may pay the 
Deputy Mayor a fee but it must be deducted from the Mayor's annual fee. 
 
Issues: 
 
The fees recommended by the Tribunal provide for a 2.5% increase in 2012/13 from 2011/12. 
 
With respect to the level of fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors it will be recommended that 
Council set the fees at the maximum level.  
 
With regard to categorisation of councils, the Tribunal is required by Section 239 to determine 
categories at least once every three (3) years.  It is preferable and more equitable for changes in 
categories to be considered in a general inquiry.  The Tribunal also feels it relevant for councils to 
keep it advised of changes in their activities annually so that proper consideration can be given to 
maximum scale of fees for each category. 
 
A review of categories was conducted in 2012, with no changes to categorisation of Councils being 
approved by the Tribunal.  
 
Council is a Category - Regional Rural Council and the movement of fees is as follows: 
 

 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 

 Maximum 
$ 

Minimum 
$ 

Maximum 
$ 

Minimum 
$ 

Maximum 
$ 

Minimum 
$ 

Mayors 
(additional) 

34,860 15,430 36,320 16,080 37,230 16,480 

Councillors 15,970 7,250 16,640 7,550 17,060 7,740 

 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
The new fees are payable from 1 July 2012. 
 
This increase has been allowed for in the 2012/13 Delivery Program and Operations Plan. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That pursuant to the provisions of Sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act 

1993, the annual fee for Councillors be fixed at $17,060 for the 2012/13 financial year.  

2. That an additional annual fee for the position of Mayor be set at $37,230 for the 
2012/13 financial year.  
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CB12/40 BANK BALANCES AND INVESTMENTS FOR DECEMBER 2011 AND JANUARY 
2012  

 
Purpose: 
 
To list Council’s Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 December 2011 and 31 January 2012.  
 
Description of Item: 
 
A copy of the state of Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 December 2011 and 31 January 
2012. are attached.  
 
It should be noted that Council is required to account for investments in accordance with the 
Australian International Financial Reporting Standards. As such the ledger balances at the end of 
each month reflect market value movements which would be inclusive of accrued interest. 
 
Interest when paid, say quarterly, would result in reductions in the market value of the investments. 
 
The Investment Report reflects the above requirements and reflects the interest earned (or 
accrued) on each investment, based on the acquisition price. 
 
A monthly commentary provided by CPG Research & Advisory Pty Ltd (Council’s investment 
portfolio advisors) which examines economic and financial markets data for December 2011 and 
January 2012 is attached. 
 
The portfolio has performed above benchmark for the period ended 31 December 2011 having 
generated an annualised return of 5.49% which is 64 bps (or 0.64%) above the UBS 90 day bank 
bill index (the required performance benchmark) of 4.85% as at 31 December 2011. The portfolio 
has performed above benchmark for the period ended 31 January 2012 having generated an 
annualised return of 5.48% which is 80 bps (or 0.80%) above the UBS 90 day bank bill index (the 
required performance benchmark) of 4.68% as at 31 January 2012. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 
 

There are no perceived current or future environmental impacts. 
 
 Social 
 

There are no perceived current or future social impacts. 
 
 Civic Leadership  
 

Council invests surplus funds to maximize investment income and preserve capital to assist 
with funding requirements for projects listed under the Coffs Harbour 2030 Community 
Strategic Plan. 
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CB12/40 - Bank Balances and Investments for December 2011 and January 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

Council’s investments are held according to the requirements stated within Council’s 
investments policy and the returns are acceptable in relation thereto. In the long term 
earnings from investments can vary due to economic conditions and financial markets. 
Council constructs its investment portfolio with consideration of current conditions and to 
comply with the DLG investment policy guidelines. 

 
Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 

 
For December 2011 it is noted that after deducting, from the total bank and investment 
balances of $168,857,547 the estimated restricted General, Trust, Water and Sewerage cash 
and investments ($168,077,032), the Unrestricted Cash is $780,515. 
 
For January 2012 it is noted that after deducting, from the total bank and investment 
balances of $167,042,845 the estimated restricted General, Trust, Water and Sewerage cash 
and investments ($166,326,560), the Unrestricted Cash is $716,285. 
 
Further details are provided as a note on the attachment. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the bank balances and investments totalling (from loans, Section 94 and other 

avenues that form the restricted accounts and are committed for future works) one 
hundred and sixty eight million, eighteen hundred and fifty seven thousand, five 
hundred and forty seven dollars ($168,857,547) as at 31 December 2011 be noted. 

2. That the general fund unrestricted cash and investments totalling seven hundred and 
eighty thousand, five hundred and fifteen dollars ($780,515) as at 31 December 2011 
be noted. 

3. That the bank balances and investments totalling (from loans, Section 94 and other 
avenues that form the restricted accounts and are committed for future works) one 
hundred and sixty seven million, forty two thousand, eight hundred and forty five 
dollars ($167,042,845) as at 31 January 2012 be noted. 

4. That the general fund unrestricted cash and investments totalling seven hundred and 
sixteen thousand, two hundred and eighty five dollars ($716,285) as at 31 January 
2012 be noted. 
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CB12/41 ACQUISITION OF COUNCIL LAND BY ROADS & MARITIME SERVICES  

 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to obtain approval to accept the compensation offered by the Roads & 
Maritime Services (RMS) for the compulsory acquisition of three Council parcels of land.  
 
Description of Item: 
 
The upgrading of the Pacific Highway by the RMS from Sapphire to Mullaway has been 
progressing.  As part of the project, road widening has been required to accommodate the works.  
Three Council properties have been affected by the road widening and are described as Lot 18 DP 
1169460, Lot 12 DP 733077 and Lot 72 DP 788215 at Emerald Heights. Attached to this report is a 
plan showing the location of the land parcels. 
 
Lots 12, 18 and 72 are approximately one metre in width and located on the western side of the 
existing Pacific Highway along the rear boundaries of approximately thirteen rural residential 
properties on Emerald Heights Drive and along the rear and side boundaries of three rural 
residential properties on Casuarina Court. 
 
Lot 12 extends from the south-eastern rear corner of 73 Emerald Heights Drive for approximately 
1,172 metres to the north-eastern rear corner of 5 Emerald Heights Drive. 
 
Lot 72 is 1 metre wide and approximately 30 metres in length, extending from the northern end of 
Lot 12 along the rear boundary of 1 Emerald Heights Drive. 
 
The southern portion of Lot 18 is located at the rear south-eastern corner of 6 Casuarina Court and 
runs along the rear boundary of 8 Casuarina Court and along the eastern side boundary of 9 
Casuarina Court.  The area of the lots is as follows:- 
 

Area Lot 12 Deposited Plan 733077 1,172.0 square metres 

 Lot 18 Deposited Plan 1169460 306.6 square metres 

 Lot 72 Deposited Plan 788215 29.67 square metres 

 TOTAL 1,508.27 square metres 

 
Lots 12, 18 and 72 are currently zoned 7B – Environmental Protection – Scenic Buffer under Coffs 
Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2000. 
 
The acquisition by the RMS of Lots 12, 18 and 72 was completed by Compulsory Acquisition and 
the matter was gazetted on 9 March 2012. 
 
The RMS have commissioned valuations on the above land which have been completed by Land & 
Property Information Valuation Services.  The valuation assessments for the three lots is $4,600. 
 
In line with the above valuations, the RMS have offered Council the above amount as 
compensation for the acquisition of this land.  There is no GST assessable. 
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CB12/41 - Acquisition of Council Land by Roads & Maritime Services   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 
 

There are no issues related to the land being disposed of. 
 
 Social 
 

There are no issues related to the land being disposed of. 
 
 Civic Leadership  
 

There are no issues related to the land being disposed of. 
 

 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

There will be no impact on the broader economy. 
 

Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 

The funds received from the disposal of the land parcels will be put to General Revenue. 
 
Issues: 
 
The amounts offered as compensation for these three small parcels of land are considered by 
Council's Senior Valuer to be fair and reasonable and acceptance is recommended. 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
The matter will be actioned immediately. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council accept the amount of $4,600 as full and final compensation for the 

transfer of Lots 12 DP 733077, Lot 18 DP 1169460 and Lot 72 DP 788215 to the RMS. 

2. That Council execute under seal all necessary documents associated with this matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
Craig Milburn 
Director, Corporate Business 
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CITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

CS12/19 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  

 
Purpose: 
 
To recommend to Council appointment of a community member to a facility management 
committee. 
 
Description of Item: 
 
This report seeks approval from Council for appointments to the following committees: 

 Bayldon Community Centre Management Committee 

 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 

 
There are no environmental issues associated with this report. 
 

 Social 
 
The valuable contribution made by community members in the various roles of management 
and advisory committees adds to the significant social capital and sense of connectedness, 
while also providing a service Council would otherwise be unable to provide. 
 

 Civic Leadership  
 
This approach is addressed in Coffs Harbour 2030 through: 

LC1 We are healthy and strong 

LC1.3 We live in a safe, caring and inclusive community 

LC1.3.2 Build community structures based on the values of care, inclusion and 
connectedness 

LC1.3.3 Promote the importance of being party of a community 
 

 Economic 
 
Broader Economic Implications 
 
There are no economic implications of the recommendations in this report. 
 
Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 
There are no delivery program or operational plan implications of the recommendations in 
this report. 
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CS12/19 - Committee Membership   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Consultation: 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with the existing members of the relevant committee. 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
This process is in line with precedents set in the past. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
This addresses requirements under the Local Government Act. 
 
Issues: 
 
The following community member has expressed interest in participating on the below committee.  
This nomination has been approved for recommendation to Council at a relevant committee 
meeting: 
 
 Bayldon Community Centre Management Committee 

Mr Graham Campbell 
 

Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
The relevant committee and prospective member will be notified immediately following Council's 
decision. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the following committee member nomination be appointed to the relevant committee: 
 
 Bayldon Community Centre Management Committee 

Mr Graham Campbell 
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CS12/20 YANDAARRA ABORIGINAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  

 
Purpose: 
 
To seek approval from Council to appoint the Aboriginal Community Development Officer as an 
official voting member of the Yandaarra Aboriginal Consultative Committee. 
 
Description of Item: 
 
Coffs Harbour City Council originally created an Aboriginal Consultative Committee in the late 
1990's to provide a mechanism for an ongoing and productive working relationship between Coffs 
Harbour City Council and the local Aboriginal community.  This committee provides a platform for 
facilitating advice and policy development relating to Aboriginal issues within the Coffs Harbour 
City Council Local Government Area. 
 
Currently Yandaarra has 13 members which consist of eight community members and five Council 
representatives consisting of Councillors and staff. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 
 

There are no environmental impacts associated with this report. 
 
 Social 
 

The Yandaarra Aboriginal Consultative Committee is a valuable consultation mechanism which 
assists in strengthening the relationship between Council and the Aboriginal community.  To 
appoint the Aboriginal Community Development Officer as an official member is a positive 
strategy to build on the capacity of the Yandaarra and Council's liaison role. 

 
 Civic Leadership  
 

This committee contributes towards achieving the outcomes of the 2030 Plan and is directly 
connected to the "Looking After Our Community" theme and assisting with Aboriginal 
community connection and engagement. 
 

 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

There are no associated budgetary implications. 
 

Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 
This proposal does not require any changes to Council's Delivery Program/Operational Plan. 

 
Consultation: 
 
Consultation occurred at the Yandaarra Consultative Committee meeting held on 8 May 2012.  It 
was agreed and minutes that a recommendation be forwarded to Council to seek approval for the 
Aboriginal Community Development Officer to be an official member. 
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CS12/20 - Yandaarra Aboriginal Consultative Committee   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
The other Council staff members on Yandaarra are official voting members. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
There are no statutory requirements to be considered. 
 
Issues: 
 
Having the Aboriginal Community Development Officer as an official voting member will also assist 
Yandaarra with achieving a regular quorum and allow for the provision of ongoing assistance to the 
committee. 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
It is anticipated that the Aboriginal Community Development Officer be appointed as an official 
member prior to the next Yandaarra meeting which is scheduled for 26 June 2012. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council's Aboriginal Community Development Officer be appointed as an official 
voting member of the Yandaarra Aboriginal Consultative Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenni Eakins 
Acting Director, City Services 
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LAND USE HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

L12/16 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 602/12 – SUBDIVISION (BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT) – LOT 46, DP 833588 AND LOT 441, DP 805307 NO. 386A AND 410  
GLENIFFER ROAD, BONVILLE  

 
Purpose: 
 
This report describes Development Application 602/12 for a boundary adjustment. 
 
The properties the subject of the proposed development are Lot 46, DP 833588, No. 386A 
Gleniffer Road and Lot 441, DP 805307, No. 410 Gleniffer Road, Bonville. Conditional approval of 
the application is recommended. The following map details the existing lot configuration. 
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L12/16 - Development Application 602/12 - Subdivision (Boundary Adjustment) - Lot 46, DP 
833588 and Lot 441, DP 805307 No. 386A and 410 Gleniffer Road, Bonville   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
Description of Item: 
 
The subject lots are located on Gleniffer Road, Bonville. Each lot contains an existing dwelling 
house and ancillary structures. Both lots are presently used for agricultural purposes.   
 
These lots adjoin small rural holdings primarily used for rural living or agricultural purposes.  
 
Lots 441 and 46 are currently 9.9 hectares and 8.35 hectares in size respectively.  
 
The purpose of the proposed boundary adjustment is to provide existing Lot 441 with additional 
land to allow for the expansion of grazing area and to provide a more functional property boundary 
for each of the lots to the centreline of the creek traversing Lot 46.  
 
The proposal will change the lot areas to 11.9 hectares and 6.35 hectares in size. Both lots will 
continue to gain access via existing arrangements.  
 
A copy of the proposed subdivision is included in this report as Appendix B.   
 
The Development Application file, including the application (and all supporting documents) and 
plans will be available in the Councillor’s room for perusal prior to consideration by Council and 
also at the Council meeting. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
 Environment 
 

The proposed boundary adjustment will provide existing Lot 441 with additional land to allow 
for the expansion of grazing area and to provide a more functional property boundary for each 
of the lots to the centreline of the creek traversing existing Lot 46. 

 
Both existing Lots 441 and 46 contain areas of secondary koala habitat. Much of this 
vegetation is contained within an Environmental Protection 7A Habitat and Catchment Zone, 
any vegetation removal within this area would require development approval in accordance 
with Council’s Tree Preservation Order. The applicant has advised that the proposed 
subdivision will not incorporate vegetation removal.  
 
The proposal is supported by Council’s Biodiversity section. 
 
The proposal is not likely to result in any significant environmental impacts. 

 
 Social 
 

The proposed development is not expected to result in any significant adverse social or 
economic impacts in the locality. 

 
 Civic Leadership  
 

The proposed development has been assessed in accordance with the provisions of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and all relevant Council controls and 
policies. 
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L12/16 - Development Application 602/12 - Subdivision (Boundary Adjustment) - Lot 46, DP 
833588 and Lot 441, DP 805307 No. 386A and 410 Gleniffer Road, Bonville   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

There are no broader economic implications resulting from the proposal. 
 

Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 
There are no implications for Council’s Delivery Program/adopted Operational Plan.   

 
Consultation: 
 
The application was notified to one adjoining landowner (No. 408 Gleniffer Road). This property is 
bordered by the lots the subject of the boundary adjustment. No submission was received in 
relation to the application. It is considered that the proposed development is unlikely to result in 
any adverse impacts in the locality.  
 
The application has been reviewed by the NSW Rural Fire Service and an unconditional Bushfire 
Safety Authority has been issued.  
 
The application has been reviewed by the NSW Department of Planning & Infrastructure who has 
issued their concurrence to vary the development standard in this instance. 
 
Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
The application is reported to Council for determination as required by the Department of Planning 
Circular PS08-014 of 14 November 2008 “Reporting Variations to Development Standards”. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
 Planning Circular PS 08-014 – Reporting Variations to Development Standards  

 
In November 2008 the then Department of Planning (DoP) issued a Planning Circular outlining 
new requirements in relation to the determination and reporting of development applications 
involving variations to development standards under State Environmental Planning Policy No.1 
– Development Standards (SEPP No.1). This circular requires that all applications where there 
has been a variation greater than 10% in standards under State Environmental Planning 
Policy No.1 – Development Standards be determined by full Council rather than under 
delegated authority.  
 
Clause 18 (5A) (c) of LEP 2000 provides that Council may grant consent to the subdivision of 
land that comprises a boundary adjustment only if each proposed allotment comprises an area 
of at least 10 hectares. As outlined above, the proposed boundary adjustment seeks to create 
lots 11.9 hectares and 6.35 hectares in size. 
 
As the proposal will result in lots that do not meet the required standard the applicant has 
submitted an objection pursuant to SEPP No.1 in support of the proposal. The SEPP No.1 
objection is considered in detail in the Section 79C assessment appended to this report. 
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L12/16 - Development Application 602/12 - Subdivision (Boundary Adjustment) - Lot 46, DP 
833588 and Lot 441, DP 805307 No. 386A and 410 Gleniffer Road, Bonville   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 

Given that the proposal involves a variation of greater than 10% to the required standard the 
application is referred to Council for determination, as per the requirements of the Circular.  

 
 Section 79C Evaluation: 
 

Section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 1979, specifies the matters which 
a consent authority must consider when determining a development application.  The 
consideration of matters is limited in so far as they must be of relevance to the particular 
application being examined.  
 
The Section 79C evaluation is appended to this report and provides a detailed assessment of 
the application.   
 

 Relevant Statutory Instruments:  
 

- North Coast Regional Environmental Plan (deemed State Environmental Planning Policy); 
- State Environmental Planning Policy No. 1 – Development Standards; 
- State Environmental Planning Policy (Rural Lands) 2008; 
- Coffs Harbour City Local Environmental Plan 2000;  
- Rural Lands Development Control Plan; and  
- Subdivision Development Control Plan.  

 
Each of these statutory instruments is considered in detail in the Section 79C assessment 
appended to this report. 
 

Issues: 
 
This application proposes a variation to a development standard. The proposed boundary 
adjustment will not result in any additional allotments or dwelling entitlements. The proposal meets 
the objectives of the 1A Agriculture zone and will support agricultural pursuits in the area. The lots 
created via the boundary adjustment are compatible with the rural locality. 
 
Implementation Date / Priority: 
 
The Development Consent is valid for five years from the date of issue. The consent may or may 
not be acted upon. The consent may be acted upon immediately following issue date or delayed 
until closer to the expiry date of the consent.  When the consent is acted upon is a matter of the 
discretion of the property owner/developer. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the objections under SEPP No. 1 - Development Standards for the variation to the 

minimum allotment size under Clause 18(5A) of Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 
2000 be supported in this particular case. 

2. That Development Application 602/12 for Boundary Adjustment at Lot 46, DP 833588, 
No. 386A Gleniffer Road and Lot 441, DP 805307, No. 410 Gleniffer Road, Bonville be 
approved subject to conditions appended to this report (Appendix C).  
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Attachments: 

Appendix A 
 

Section 79C Evaluation 
Development Application 602/12 

 
a. the provisions of, 
 

i. any environmental planning instrument, and 
 
 State Environmental Planning Policy - North Coast Regional Environmental Plan  

 
The North Coast Regional Environmental Plan is a deemed State Environmental 
Planning Policy. The proposal is considered to be consistent with the aims and 
objectives of the Plan.  There are no provisions of the Plan that are of particular 
relevance to the current application.  

 
 State Environmental Planning Policy No.1 – Development Standards  

 
State Environmental Planning Policy No.1 (SEPP No.1) aims to provide for flexibility in 
the application of planning controls and provides a mechanism by which a development 
standard may be varied where it can be shown that:  strict compliance with the standard 
is unreasonable or unnecessary; the proposed development satisfies state, regional or 
local planning objectives; and the proposed development is consistent with the 
underlying objective of the standard. Where Council is satisfied that the objection is well 
founded, having regard to the above considerations, consent may be granted to a 
development that does not meet the relevant development standard.  
 
The applicant has submitted an objection to Clause 18(5A) (c) of the Coffs Harbour 
Local Environmental Plan 2000 (LEP), pursuant to SEPP No.1.  Clause 18 (5A) (c) of 
the LEP specifies that consent may be granted to a boundary adjustment involving land 
zoned 1A Agriculture and 7A Environmental Protection where both allotments comprise 
an area of at least 10 hectares. The proposed boundary adjustment will result in lots 
which will be 11.9 hectares and 6.35 hectares in size.  
 
In support of the proposal the applicant contends that the proposed boundary 
adjustment will support agricultural activities on each of the lots and provide a more 
functional property boundary for each lot to the centreline of the creek traversing Lot 46. 
 
It is considered that the proposal and accompanying objection satisfy the requirements 
of SEPP No.1 and that the objection is well founded. 
 
As per the concurrence arrangements for boundary adjustments issued by the 
Department of Planning (under Circular No.B1) the subject application was referred to 
the Department of Planning and Infrastructure seeking concurrence to vary the standard 
contained in Clause 18(5A)(c) of the Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2000. The 
Department has issued their concurrence in this instance.  

 
 Planning Circular PS 08-014 – Reporting Variations to Development Standards  

 
In November 2008 the then Department of Planning (DoP) issued a Planning Circular 
outlining new requirements in relation to the determination and reporting of 
development applications involving variations to development standards under State 
Environmental Planning Policy No.1 – Development Standards (SEPP No.1).  This 
circular requires that all applications where there has been a variation greater than 
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10% in standards under State Environmental Planning Policy No.1 – Development 
Standards be determined by full Council rather than under delegated authority.  
 
Clause 18 (5A) (c) of the LEP 2000 provides that Council may grant consent to the 
subdivision of land that comprises a boundary adjustment only if each proposed 
allotment comprises an area of at least 10 hectares. As outlined above, the proposed 
boundary adjustment seeks to create lots 11.9 hectares and 6.35 hectares in size. 
 
As the proposal will result in lots that do not meet the required standard the applicant 
has submitted an objection pursuant to SEPP No.1 in support of the proposal. The 
SEPP No.1 objection is considered in detail above. It is considered that the proposal 
and accompanying objection satisfy the requirements of SEPP No.1 and that the 
objection is well founded 
 
Given that the proposal involves a variation of greater than 10% to the required 
standard the application is referred to Council for determination, as per the 
requirements of the Circular.  

 
 State Environmental Planning Policy – Rural Lands  

 
The proposal is considered to be consistent with the aims and planning principles 
outlined in the Plan. As outlined above, the proposed boundary adjustment will allow 
for the expansion of agricultural practices on Lot 441 and will retain sufficient land area 
for continued use of Lot 46 for agricultural pursuits. Clause 10 of the SEPP includes the 
matters which Council is required to take into consideration in determining 
development applications for rural subdivisions or rural dwellings. Clause 10 matters 
have been taken into consideration in the assessment of the proposed development. 
The proposed subdivision will have no adverse impact on existing and approved uses 
in the vicinity of the development.  
 

 Mid North Coast Regional Strategy  
 
The Mid North Coast Regional Strategy provides regional parameters for future 
strategic planning and complements and informs other relevant State planning 
instruments. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the objectives of the Strategy. 
 

 Coffs Harbour City Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2000 
 

Zoning 
 
The subject lots are zoned Rural 1A Agriculture and partially Environmental Protection 
7A Habitat and Catchment.  The proposed development is defined as ‘subdivision of 
land’, which is identified as permissible with consent in both the 1A and 7A zone.  
 
Clause 12 - Koala Habitat  
 
Parts of both lots are mapped as secondary koala habitat. The proposed development 
does not require the removal of any vegetation. The application has been supported by 
Council’s Biodiversity Section. The proposal is not expected to have any significant 
impacts on koala habitat and is considered to satisfy the requirements of Council’s 
Koala Plan of Management relating to secondary koala habitat areas.  
 
Clause 18 (5A) – Subdivision of Land (Boundary Adjustments) 
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Clause 18 (5A) specifies that Council may grant consent to a boundary adjustment 
involving land zoned 1A Agriculture where it can be demonstrated that: 
 
(a) The development will not result in the creation of any additional allotments or 

dwelling entitlements; and  
 

(b) Each proposed allotment contains only one of the existing dwellings; and 
 

(c) Each proposed allotment comprises an area of at least 10 hectares; and 
 

(d) If the land is within the 1A zone and part of the land is in the 7A zone that the long-
term management of the 7A land will be assisted.  

 
The proposed boundary adjustment is considered to meet the requirements of Clause 
18 (5A). The proposal will not result in any additional lots or dwelling entitlements.  It is 
considered the long-term management of the 7A zoned land will be assisted by the 
proposed boundary adjustment.  

 
Clause 23 – Environmental Hazards  

 

The site is identified as bushfire prone. The proposed development, therefore, 
constitutes ‘integrated development’ and was referred to the NSW Rural Fire Service 
(RFS) for general terms of approval. The RFS has issued an unconditional Bushfire 
Safety Authority for the development.  
 
Clause 23A – Development on flood prone land  
 
Parts of the subject lots are identified as flood prone land. Further investigations in 
relation to flooding have not been undertaken for the proposed development, the 
proposal is for boundary adjustment only.   

 
ii. The provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument 
 

There are no draft environmental planning instruments applicable to this application.  
 

iii. any Development Control Plan (DCP) 
 

 Subdivision DCP 
 
The proposed boundary adjustment is considered to be consistent with the provisions of 
the Plan. The proposal is consistent with the rural character of the locality and provides 
for appropriate access for both proposed lots. 

 
 Rural Lands DCP 
 

The proposal is considered to be consistent with the provisions of the Plan. The 
proposal encourages the use of existing agricultural land for the expansion of 
agricultural activities.  

 
iv. the regulations (to the extent that may prescribe matters for the purposes of this 

paragraph), that apply to the land to which the development application relates, 
 

Clause 92 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulations 2000 requires that 
the NSW Coastal Policy 1997, be considered in the determination of development 
applications. As the subject site is not located within the coastal zone, the provisions of the 
Policy do not apply.  
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b. the likely impacts of that development, including environmental impacts, on both the 
natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the locality, 

 
1. The Natural Environment 

 
Both existing Lots 441 and 46 contain areas of secondary koala habitat. Much of this 
vegetation is contained within an Environmental Protection 7A Habitat and Catchment 
Zone, any vegetation removal within this area would require subsequent Council approval 
in accordance with Council’s Tree Preservation Order.  The applicant has advised that the 
proposed subdivision will not require or incorporate vegetation removal.  
 
The proposal is supported by Council’s Biodiversity section. 
 
The proposal is not likely to result in any significant environmental impacts.  

 
2. Social and Economic Impacts 
 

The proposed development is not expected to result in any significant adverse social or 
economic impacts in the locality.  

 
c. the suitability of the site for the development,  
 

It is considered that the attributes of the site are conducive to the proposed development. The 
proposal will result in lots that are 11.9 hectares and 6.35 hectares in size. The proposed 
boundary adjustment will provide a more functional common “creek” boundary.  

 
d. any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations, 
 

The application was reviewed by the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS). The RFS has issued an 
unconditional Bushfire Safety Authority.  

 
e. the public interest: 
 

The proposed development does not present any issues that are contrary to the public interest.  
 
Boundary Adjustment Policy (Department of Planning)  
 
The Boundary Adjustment Policy adopted by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
(then Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources) aims to facilitate 
sustainable farm adjustments in rural areas and contains five principles. The proposal satisfies 
the requirements of the Policy. Specifically, the proposal will not result in a net increase of lots 
or dwelling entitlements, and the proposal meets the objectives of the Rural 1A Agriculture 
zone. Further, the proposed adjustment is consistent with character of the surrounding locality, 
which includes a combination of rural living and agricultural activities. The proposal is not 
expected to result in any rural land use conflicts.  
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Appendix B 
 

Proposed Subdivision Configuration 
Development Application 602/12 
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Appendix C 
 

Proposed Conditions of Development Consent 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS 
 
Development Description: 

 
1. Development consent is granted only to carrying out the development described in detail 

below: 
 

 Subdivision (Boundary Adjustment) 
 
Prescribed Conditions: 
 
2. The proponent shall comply with the prescribed conditions of development approval under 

Clauses 97A, 98, 98A - E of Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 as 
are of relevance to this development. 

 
Development is to be in accordance with approved plans: 
 
3. The development is to be implemented in accordance with the plans and supporting 

documents set out in the following table except where modified by any conditions of this 
consent (Development Consent No. 602/12). 

 

Plan No. / Supporting Document(s) Dated 

Plan No. 01, prepared by Blairlanskey Surveys May 2011 

 
In the event of any inconsistency between conditions of this development consent and the 
plans/supporting documents referred to above, the conditions of this development consent 
prevail. 
 
The approved plans and supporting documents endorsed with the Council stamp and 
authorised signature must be kept on site at all times while work is being undertaken. 

 
******************************************* 
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L12/17 DRAFT COFFS HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2012  

 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to: 
 
1. Present the draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan (DCP) 2012 (to accompany the 

draft Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2012) to Council to enable exhibition; and 

2. To identify issues where additional strategic work and resource allocation is required. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 will be the sole DCP to apply to the entire local government area (LGA), 
repealing all existing DCPs, upon gazettal of draft LEP 2012. 
 
The report recommends Council adopt the draft DCP 2012 for public exhibition purposes for a 
period of six weeks concurrent with draft LEP 2012. 
 
A copy of draft DCP 2012 has been separately made available for perusal by Councillors and is 
separately appended to this report. 
 
The report provides Council with a list of matters that require additional (future) resourcing to find 
appropriate solutions and future integration into Council’s strategic planning framework. 
 
Description of Item: 
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment (EP&A) (Infrastructure and other Planning Reform) 
Act 2005 amended the requirements for DCPs under the EP&A Act and introduced a requirement 
that only one DCP (per planning authority) may apply to the same land. 
 
Council has prepared its draft LEP 2012, in accordance with the State Government’s Standard 
Instrument (LEPs) Order 2006 and several Council resolutions; has progressed to seek approval 
from NSW Planning and Infrastructure (P&I) to publicly exhibit the draft LEP 2012. 
 
It is appropriate to progress the LGA wide draft DCP 2012 to allow its concurrent exhibition with the 
LGA wide draft LEP 2012. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 is essentially a transition from the current multiple DCPs, integrated into a 
single document to accord with the Standard LEP Orders.  Some modification to the provisions and 
controls of the DCP has been integrated based on new legal requirements, State Government 
determinations, Council resolution or new Council policy. 
 
Sustainability Assessment: 
 
Any amendment to a DCP has to consider the environmental, social and economic sustainability 
criteria.  In order to provide appropriate controls to assess development, the proposed land uses 
under each zone were considered with the preparation of draft LEP 2012. 
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L12/17 - Draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Environment 
 

Many of Council’s existing DCPs have been prepared using basic fauna and flora analysis; soil 
erosion and sediment control analysis; soil contamination analysis; archaeological reports; 
bushfire analysis; traffic reports; flood assessment and visual assessment. 
 
Since the preparation of the existing DCPs, further assessment work has been carried out 
during: 
 
(i) the preparation of the Industrial Lands Strategy; 
(ii) the preparation of the Employment Lands Strategy; 
(iii) the preparation of several Local Environmental Studies accompanying LEP amendments; 

and 
(iv) numerous statements of environmental effects prepared for developments, including 

Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) and comprehensive Environmental Assessment 
Reviews for Major Projects. 

 
This work has been considered and incorporated into proposed changes to the DCP where 
appropriate and practicable.   

 
 Social 
 

The draft DCP 2012 seeks to promote and improve the equitable provision of social services, 
health and safety for residents, and to protect and enhance the character and amenity of our 
communities. 

 
 Civic Leadership  
 

The preparation of the draft DCP 2012 will implement appropriate and relevant actions of the 
Coffs Harbour 2030 Plan to achieve the following outcomes: 
 
 a strong and diverse local economy underpinned by sustainable business and industry; 
 a lively and diverse City where people live, work and play; 
 sustainable living by using best practice urban design and infrastructure development to 

create attractive buildings; 
 a diverse range of housing options that are affordable and adaptable for all the community; 
 urban spaces that are functional, accessible and useable by all the community; 
 a vibrant rural community where our unique villages are revitalized and maintained whilst 

supporting local tourism based on local produce, arts, culture and nature; 
 integrated, accessible, eco focused transport system achieved by implementing plans and 

policies with cycleways, walking tracks and footpaths; and 
 a transport system and road network that is well maintained safe and functional. 
 
By implementing these community endorsed actions, through appropriate objectives and 
controls in the draft DCP 2012, Council demonstrates a decision making process that is 
integrated and transparent. 
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L12/17 - Draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2012   (Cont'd) 
 
 
 
 Economic 
 

Broader Economic Implications 
 

The draft DCP 2012 aims to improve our LGA as a place to live, work and play.  The controls 
seek to improve educational and employment opportunities; foster business and industry 
opportunities to provide improved and more efficient use of current and future infrastructure 
resulting from new development. 

 
Delivery Program/Operational Plan Implications 
 
The preparation of the draft DCP 2012 is a component of the draft LEP 2012.  This project is 
endorsed under Council’s adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 
 
The draft document has been primarily prepared “in-house” using existing skills and staff 
resources, thus ensuring costs to Council were kept to a minimum. 

 
Consultation: 
 
Preparation of the draft DCP 2012 has been coordinated by Land Use Planning with consultation 
and liaison with relevant branches of Council. 
 
This process included the formation of an internal working group (IWG) to guide the project. 
 
External liaison with relevant government agencies has assisted in finalising the draft DCP 2012.  
Matters raised by Government agencies and Council branches have been included in the draft 
DCP 2012. 
 
A draft community engagement plan has been prepared for draft LEP 2012 and will be updated 
and finalized once approval has been received to exhibit the draft Plan. 
 
Councillor briefing sessions have been carried out. 
 
It is proposed to place the draft DCP 2012 on public exhibition for a period of six weeks concurrent 
with the draft LEP 2012 to gain community feedback.  Community information sessions will be held 
during the public exhibition process to assist to inform the community. 
 
Upon completion of the public exhibition phase, a further report will be prepared for Council 
consideration.  That report will address submissions received and issues raised and will provide 
feedback and recommendations to enable Council to adopt a final version of the DCP 2012. 
 
The draft DCP 2012, once adopted by Council, will be enforceable upon gazettal of draft LEP 
2012. 
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Related Policy and / or Precedents: 
 
The draft DCP 2012 is consistent with the following: 
 
 The Mid North Coast Regional Strategy; 
 State Environmental Planning Policies; 
 The Coffs Harbour 2030 Plan; 
 The Our Living City Settlement Strategy; 
 The Industrial Lands Strategy; 
 The Rural Residential Strategy; 
 The Employment Lands Strategy; and 
 Planning Practice Notes issued by the NSW Planning and Infrastructure. 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 
In preparing draft DCP 2012, Council is required to ensure it is consistent with the provisions of 
Division 6 of the EP&A Act 1979; Part 3 of the EP&A Regulations 2000; Ministerial directions and 
planning practice notes. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 complies with this requirement. 
 
Issues: 
 
 DCP Revision 

 
Council currently has a set of 32 DCPs, 17 of which are locality specific and 15 that are issue 
or development based. 
 
Council’s primary task is to revise these DCPs and to prepare a single DCP to apply 
throughout the LGA in accordance with legislative requirements. 
 
The revision process involved consultation with the IWG to essentially guide what DCPs are 
used; which ones need revision; and what could be improved. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 presented has been prepared as an outcome of this revision process. 
 

 Draft DCP Format 
 
While the general format of a DCP is a matter for the discretion of the Council, Division 6 of the 
EP&A Regulations provides details of what matter can be contained within a DCP. 
 
The format of the draft DCP 2012 has been prepared to: 
 
(i) provide an easily understood document detailing Council’s requirements in regard to 

development applications; and 

(ii) provide a new/different approach to information conveyed so that it is clear the DCP 
relates to draft LEP 2012 and is not applicable to LEP 2000. 
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 Project Timing 

 
The draft DCP 2012 must be endorsed by Council so that is can be enforced upon gazettal of 
draft LEP 2012. 
 

 Administrative Matters 
 
The draft DCP 2012 is a revised document with some new criteria and/or requirements.  As 
such, fact sheets using plain English have been prepared to accompany the public exhibition 
document for use by the general public, Council staff and consultants to assist with education 
of the new document/process. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 will be readily available on Council’s website for community access. 
 
The draft DCP 2012 will be on public exhibition with draft LEP 2012. 

 
 Issues Identified During DCP Preparation Process Needing Further Attention 
 

1. South Coffs Release Area 
 

The relevant controls contained in the (existing) South Coffs DCP have been rolled over 
into the draft DCP 2012 document.  However a number of issues still exist that are 
relevant to the South Coffs release area.  These issues include: 

 Lack of specific controls for the lands zoned B6 Enterprise Corridor under draft LEP 
2012, located adjacent to east of the Pacific Highway.  Whilst generic controls exist 
for these lands, it is considered that more site specific controls are appropriate and 
should be investigated. 

 Lack of specific controls for the lands zoned IN1 General Industry under draft LEP 
2012, located adjacent to west of the Pacific Highway.  Again, whilst generic controls 
exist for these lands, it is considered that more site specific controls are appropriate 
and should also be investigated. 

 
2. Moonee Release Area and Estuary Management Plans 
 

The following issues that are relevant to the Moonee release area require action by 
Council: 

 
 Council needs to take a firm position on the recommendations contained in the 

Moonee Creek Estuary Management Plan (MCEMP), specifically the buffer to 
Skinners Creek.  The MCEMP was prepared after the Moonee Beach DCP.  The 
current Moonee DCP specifies a riparian buffer of 50m to Skinners Creek, contrary to 
the recommendations of the MCEMP.  A review of the buffer to Skinners Creek 
should be undertaken as it will impact on the provisions of the DCP.   

 
It should also be noted that the preparation of the Coastal Zone Management Plan 
(CZMP) and any future Estuary Management Plans (EMP) will also need to trigger a 
concurrent DCP review to establish the most appropriate DCP controls to meet the 
objectives of the CZMP and EMP(s). 
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Council will also be aware of the ongoing issues surrounding the rezoning of lands in the 
Moonee Beach area adjacent to Skinners Creek, and the complications surrounding the 
provision of open space lands.  Council also needs to establish which lands zoned for 
open space are to be dedicated to Council, and at what cost. 
 
This matter forms a component of a future Section 94 Contribution Plan review process. 

 
3. Former Environment Protection 7B Scenic Buffer Zone 
 

The aim of the 7B zone, under LEP 2000, is to protect the scenic qualities of the Pacific 
Highway.  The zone, under LEP 2000, is a 20 metre wide strip that intermittently runs the 
length of the Pacific Highway from the southern border of the Coffs Harbour LGA to the 
northern border of the LGA.  The 20 metre wide zone is effectively a development 
setback that excludes structures from being built within 20 metres of the Pacific Highway.  
However, changes to the alignment of the highway to the south of Coffs Harbour have 
meant that the zone sits adjacent to Pine Creek Way.  Changes to the alignment of the 
highway to the north of Coffs Harbour will also affect the application of the zone in those 
areas.  The zone has been excluded from some individual properties in both urban and 
rural locations where topography or other locational issues have necessitated such 
exclusion.   
 
The Standard Instrument LEP does not contain an equivalent zone, and therefore the 
draft LEP 2012 will not address the issue of a development setback area for the Pacific 
Highway.  The draft DCP 2012, within Component E13 contains equivalent controls, 
being a 20 metre setback from the boundaries of the Pacific Highway which seeks the 
exclusion of any buildings.  This has been inserted into the draft DCP 2012 on a “like for 
like” basis, with appropriate mapping reflecting this. 
 
However, with the upgrading of the Pacific Highway, in both north and south directions, 
the need for such a setback, at least with regard to rural properties is questionable.  The 
wider carriageway and boundaries of the upgraded highway may serve the same “buffer” 
purpose as the originally applied 7B zone.  An eventual bypass of Coffs Harbour itself will 
further reduce its effectiveness, when considering the original intention of the zone. 
 
Council, at some future time, will need to commission an investigation into the 
effectiveness of the 20 metre development setback area, and determine its future 
application. 
 

4. Rural Character Statements and Place Management Strategies 
 

The current DCPs included a number of locality based plans seeking to define and 
enhance the character of the rural and hinterland locations within the Coffs Harbour LGA.  
Nana Glen/Bucca, Coramba/Karangi /Upper Orara and the coastal and hinterland rural 
lands all have fairly broad place management strategies (including character statements).  
These documents have been retained as “character statement information sheets” only 
as they provide a broad summary of the character, and the future character of the 
localities, rather than direct controls to be observed.  
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Some works identified in the place management strategies have been carried out (e.g. 
Coramba Streetscape works).  Some place management strategies are brief statements 
that are very broad and outdated.  These locations would benefit from a review using 
today’s legislative framework and best practice.   

 
5. Biodiversity Guidelines  

 
Development Applications lodged over lands containing ecological constraints often 
require the preparation of ecological (flora / fauna) reports.  Similarly, many of these 
development applications, e.g. subdivision of rural residential lands, require the 
submission of a vegetation management plan which may require compensatory planting.  
Council currently uses biodiversity guidelines, available to view on Council’s web site, as 
a guide for document preparation by the industry.   
 
The draft DCP 2012 includes Component B8 relating to “biodiversity” requirements.  This 
component provides controls on ecological reports and vegetation management plans 
etc, and under what circumstances they will be required.  These guidelines are 
appendices to component B8, where they will become matters for consideration under 
the DCP. 
 

6. Tourist Residential Development in R1 General Residential Zones 
 

LEP 2000 includes a “tourist residential” zone, which has requirements for “tourist 
residential” types of development ie. motels etc.  A tourist residential DCP currently 
applies, with location specific character statements and development controls for all 
tourist residential zoned lands. 
 
The Standard Instrument LEP does not contain an equivalent tourist residential zone.  
These lands have been zoned R1 – General Residential and the zone tailored for tourist 
residential.  The controls from the current tourist residential DCP have been incorporated 
into the draft DCP 2012. 
 
Some of the character statement information requires review and therefore Council will 
need to in the future re-examine the character statements, and site specific controls for 
these areas, and provide recommendations that consider current best practice. 
 

7. Rural Land Use Conflict Issues 
 

The review of existing DCPs has revealed a need for stronger controls addressing 
incompatible land uses locating adjacent to each other e.g. intensive agricultural activities 
(horticulture and/or animal husbandry) adjacent to (within 500 metres of) an urban 
expansion area.  Some of the existing locality based DCPs have broad statements that 
address the need for a buffer (both vegetated and non-vegetated) and prescribe a buffer 
distance between such uses.  However a detailed investigation into the issue will enable 
the formulation of more specific controls in areas that are likely to face such pressure. 
 

8. Notification of Dwelling Houses 
 
The draft DCP 2012 proposes to notify all development applications for dwelling houses. 
 
This matter needs monitoring and review to ensure better development outcomes result 
from additional resource allocation. 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt the draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2012 as 

separately appended. 

2. That Council in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and Environmental Planning and Assessment Act Regulations 
2000, publicly exhibit the draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2012 for a 
period of six weeks, concurrent with draft Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 
2012. 

3. That Council notes that the following matters have been identified during the 
preparation of draft Coffs Harbour Development Control Plan 2012 and require further 
investigation: 

 The creation of site specific controls for the lands zoned B6 Enterprise Corridor 
under draft Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2012, located (east) adjacent 
to the Pacific Highway within the South Coffs urban release area. 

 The creation of site specific controls for the lands zoned IN1 General Industry 
under draft Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2012, located (west) adjacent 
to the Pacific Highway within the South Coffs urban release area. 

 A detailed investigation into the effectiveness of the Local Environmental Plan 
2000 Environmental Protection 7B Scenic Buffer zone and determine its future 
status/application. 

 A review of the application of the place management strategies and character 
statements for Nana Glen/Bucca, Coramba/Karangi/ Upper Orara, Bonville, 
Lowanna/Ulong and the Coastal and Hinterland Rural Lands.  

 A detailed examination of the existing character statements, and development of 
appropriate site specific controls for the draft Coffs Harbour Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 R1 General Residential zoned lands within the local government area.   

 A review of the Moonee Creek Estuary Management Plan, and application to the 
Moonee Beach Development Control Plan provisions, including but not limited to 
the buffer requirements for Skinners Creek. 

 That any future Coastal Zone Management Plans and Estuary Management Plans 
be accompanied by a concurrent Development Control Plan review to establish the 
most appropriate Development Control Plan controls to meet the objectives of the 
Plans. 

 A review of Section 94 Contributions Plans be undertaken to establish which lands 
zoned for open space are to be dedicated to Council, and at what cost, and to liaise 
with appropriate landowners and State Government authorities. 

 A detailed investigation to establish specific controls that address potential land 
use conflicts in rural areas. 

 

 
 
 
Chris Chapman 
Director 
Land Use, Health & Development 
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QON12/3 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY  

 
Purpose: 
 
Councillor K Hines asked the following questions: 
 

At a previous council meeting I asked if we had a long term Economic Development strategy 
or plan and was horrified to find out that we don’t and haven’t had one for some years. This 
has raised a number of questions, particularly in the business community, and I would now 
like to put these questions: 
 
Why hasn’t there been a long term economic development strategy in place over the past 
five years? 

What has been the return on Councils funding for the economic development unit over the 
past 5 years? I believe we have spent approximately $1m per year in this area over the past 
5 or more years? What has been achieved? 

Who is responsible for the attraction of investment in infrastructure, events, tourism 
development, business etc at Council? What has been the outcomes over the last 5 years? 
What are their key performance indicators? What plans have they been working to, and what 
plans do they have for the future? 

Why is Council still supporting events that are not self-sufficient after five years? 

Is council concerned about the increasing number of frustrated business owners and 
ratepayers forming splinter groups designed expressly to stimulate economic activity in our 
area? 

What local businesses have been developed and helped in the past 5 years? What statistics 
can be provided that shows the growth of their business etc and how this has been helped by 
the role of the EDU? 
 
Rationale 
 
With the local retail and tourism sectors in particular under more stress than ever, Council's 
EDU should be the key body offering solutions, strategies and vision. Instead, it appears to 
have focused entirely on the NBN roll-out which incidentally, does not appear to have shown 
any signs of tangible economic benefit either in the form of new or enhanced business 
opportunities. 
 
Council has been funding the Economic Development Unit for many years. The general 
feeling is that there has been very little achieved and the area of economic development 
lacks any real direction or leadership. In fact the business community is generally totally 
disengaged with the EDU, which is appalling. 
 
As evidenced by a recent survey of residents satisfaction with Council services, one of the 
major concerns for residents was economic development of our area and I feel that we need 
to develop a strong plan that will re-assure residents and businesses alike that Council is 
driving the economic development of our region. 
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Staff Comment: 
 
The questions posed are of significant interest to the Community, Councillors and a number of 
sections of the staff.  The depth and variety of questions raised here will require a comprehensive 
report to be provided to Council which will take some time to prepare and will be presented to 
Council at the first meeting in June.  In the interim the following information is provided as a brief 
response where possible. 
 
 
Why hasn’t there been a long term economic development strategy in place over the past five 
years? 
 
There was a plan which came to an end in 2010, since that time a range of strategies have driven 
economic development and a new inclusive economic development strategy is currently under 
development and will be reported to Council when drafted. 
 
 
What has been the return on Councils funding for the economic development unit over the past 5 
years? 
 
Economic development is not only undertaken by the Economic Development Unit (EDU) and so 
the detail for this will take a little time to ensure it is comprehensive in its response.   
 
 
I believe we have spent approximately $1m per year in this area over the past 5 or more years? 
What has been achieved? 
 
The Economic Development Unit staff have contributed in a number of areas and while the exact 
return on investment is difficult to quantify the following examples are provided. 

 Public Sector Investment  

 Private Sector Investment 

 Investment Attraction Materials and Activities 
 
The details of the above and the exact nature of the role of the EDU will be contained in the 
proposed report to Council. 
 
 
Who is responsible for the attraction of investment in infrastructure, events, tourism development, 
business etc at Council?  
 
A range of different sections including the EDU, Sports Unit, Coffs Coast Marketing, the Airport, 
Caravan Parks and others  
 
 
What has been the outcomes over the last 5 years? What are their key performance indicators? 
What plans have they been working to, and what plans do they have for the future? 
 
In some areas this is fairly easy to quantify, for example for some sporting events and other events 
however to comprehensively answer this, the detailed report will be required. 
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Why is Council still supporting events that are not self-sufficient after five years? 
 
Sometimes a longer than five year timeframe is required for specific events. 
 
 
Is council concerned about the increasing number of frustrated business owners and ratepayers 
forming splinter groups designed expressly to stimulate economic activity in our area? 
 
Yes, although it could be argued that in a vibrant location such as Coffs Harbour it is a positive 
development that a range of groups take action to assist with addressing economic development.  
This creates an opportunity to develop a strong clear platform for collaboration and partnerships. 
 
 
What local businesses have been developed and helped in the past 5 years? What statistics can 
be provided that shows the growth of their business etc and how this has been helped by the role 
of the EDU? 
 
These questions will be covered in detail in a report to Council.  The best indicator of how Coffs 
Harbour is tracking is provided by the economic statistics which indicate a solid trend of growth 
over the long term: 
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Purpose: 
 
Councillor Rodney Degens asked the following question:   
 
As part of the process leading to the adoption of the City Centre Masterplan, did CHCC conduct 
studies to determine the economic impact on the LGA as a whole (City Wide) of re determining the 
CBD to include Park Beach Plaza, the Jetty, linking corridors, together with the existing CBD? 
 
Staff Comment: 
 
No. 
 
(It is understood that in 2009, the then Department of Planning engaged a consultant firm to 
undertake a 'Feasability and Capacity Analysis for the Coffs Harbour City Centre Study Area'.  It is 
unclear if this body of work was finalised and how it informed the preparation of the City Centre 
Plan.) 
 
 
 
 


