ULMARRA SHIRE TREE PRESERVATION ORDER

Ulmarra Shire Council ‑ Notice is hereby given that under the provisions of Clause 8 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Model Provisions, 1980 as adopted by Ulmarra Shire Council Local Environmental Plan, 1992, the Council of the Shire of Ulmarra  has by resolution at its Meeting made this Tree Preservation Order dated 18th January, 1995.

Citation:

1. This Order may be cited as “Shire of Ulmarra Tree Preservation Order".

Aims and Objectives of the Tree Preservation Order:

2. This Order aims to:

a) Promote the retention of trees and tree cover and to conserve as far as practical the existing pattern of vegetation; 

b) To maintain landscape quality and remaining natural ecosystems; and 

c) To encourage the planting of trees to provide integration of trees into existing land uses.

Definitions

3. For the purposes of this Order:

Note "Tree" ‑ does not includes Bitou Bush and Lantana for the purpose of this Order. “Tree” - includes a tree, live sapling or shrub which meets any one or more of the following standards:

a) is 3.5 metres or more in height; 

b) has a trunk circumference of 300mm or more at a height of 1 metre above natural ground surface; or 

c) has a branch span of 3.5 metres or more.

"Private Forestry" ‑ means the carrying out of forestry on private land in respect to which there is an existing (documented) contractual arrangement with a sawmill and/or a silvicultural programme has been established.

"Bona Fide Agriculture” ‑ means agriculture carried out on land in respect to which Ulmarra Shire Council has applied the Farm Land Rate for the current year.

Land to which the Order Applies:

4. This Tree Preservation Order applies to all land within the Shire of Ulmarra except:

a) Land within a State Forest or reserved as a timber reserve within the meaning of the Forestry Act 1916; 

b) Lands in any National Park; or

c) Lands in any water catchment area under the control of an authority responsible for water supply.

d) Lands which are under the Control of the Clarence River County Council.

e) Lands defined as a “Reserve” within the meaning of the Crown Lands Act 1989 which is subject of a plan of management under the provisions of Section 114 of the Act.

Land Uses to which the Order Applies:

5. This Order requires the obtaining of a Tree Clearing Permit for all purposes except:

Air Navigation Safety; Bona Fide Agriculture, Fencing, Forestry, Land Surveying, Private Forestry.

Applications

6. An application made pursuant to this Order shall contain a statement on proposed methods of tree removal and new plantings and, where relevant, the means of access, access construction and methods for the prevention of soil erosion.

General Provisions

7. This Tree Preservation Order prohibits the ring barking, cutting down, removing, or willful destruction of any tree on any land or for any purposes to which this Order applies except with the prior written consent of Council.

8. Notwithstanding Clause 5, this Order applies to all trees and categories of trees which are listed as protected or Significant Trees, irrespective of the dimensions of the said trees or the land use for which tree clearing is proposed.

Protected Trees:

a) Mangroves

b) Coast banksia (Banksia Intergrifolia)


     All the species of the tree commonly referred to as Banksia is totally protected by Councils Tree Preservation Order.

Removal of Trees Adjoining Residential Buildings

9. Nothing in this Order prevents a person from removing a tree which is within 3 metres of the face of an existing residential building or proposed residential building in respect to which Council has issued a Building Permit under the Local Government Act, 1993.

Considerations

10. Council in considering whether to grant consent under this order shall consider the desirability of:

a) protecting catchments which provide water for urban purposes; 

b) clearing of land for the purposes of reducing the bushfire risk to property and lives; protecting rare and endangered flora and fauna species and the protection of habitats for native flora and fauna; 

c) protecting wildlife corridors and vegetation links with other nearby bushland; 

d) protecting bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface and of existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, water courses and foreshores; and

e) protecting bushland for scenic values and the retention of the unique visual identity of the landscape. 
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