
  
Coffs Harbour City Council is pleased to invite applications from local schools, preschools and 

early learning centres to undertake environmental sustainability projects that make a difference 

to their local environment and community.  
MAD Green Grants is an outcome focused grants program of up to $2000 to build capacity and 

deliver positive environmental outcomes. This year schools, preschools and early learning centres 

in the Coffs Harbour LGA are encouraged to apply for projects focusing on the following target 

sustainability themes: 

1. Climate change and reducing your carbon footprint 

2. Revegetation & nurturing biodiversity  

3. Water conservation & management 

4. Local food production 

5. Managing and reducing waste (which may include marine debris). 

Successful projects will: 

 Actively engage young people in behaviour change projects in their schools, preschools 

or centres  

 Build knowledge, practices and awareness about how to value and protect the local 

environment  

 Incorporate a before & after survey that shows how the project made a difference.   

Please read the project ideas in Section 7 of the Guidelines for new ideas on how MAD Green 

grants can support broad environmental sustainability outcomes in school and early education 

communities. All applications must be submitted online via the application portal no later than 

5pm, Friday March 27th 2020.  

An information session will be held as part of the Term one Sustainable Schools Network 

Meeting on Tuesday February 18 2020. Please register your interest with the Sustainable Living 

Programs Officer or by phone (02) 66484643. 

1. Grant Objectives 

The objectives of the grants program are: 

 To engage young people, educators and their schools in developing and delivering their 

own project initiatives that make a difference through more efficient resource use and 

nurturing the local environment. 

 To promote the development and appreciation of the knowledge, values and behaviour 

in students that supports environmental sustainability. 

 To encourage and support environmental sustainability outcomes across school 

communities. 

 To deliver outcomes aligned with MyCoffs Community Strategic Plan. 

2. Eligibility 

 Schools, preschools and early learning centre applying for grants must be based within 

the Coffs Harbour Local Government Area. 

 For the purpose of this program, the term ‘school’ applies to any educational facility 

catering for children through to and including high school. This includes: preschools early 

learning/childcare centres; primary and secondary schools and senior colleges. 
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 Parent and Citizen Committees and Parent and Friend Committees are eligible to apply 

for funding to support projects carried out at, or by, a school. Committees must have 

written support from the school principal or director. 

3. Funding 

Available grants range from $500 to $2,000 to fund projects that have clear, achievable 

environmental outcomes and which incorporate a before & after survey to highlight the 

project outcomes. Please note – simple before and after survey templates will be 

provided to successful applicants.  

Funding will NOT be provided for the following: 

 Projects within Family Day Care Centres. 

 Projects that have already been completed. 

 On-going operational or administrative costs (e.g. capital equipment purchases & staff 

time). 

 Projects where half or more of funds pay for labour (e.g. expert presenters & contractors). 

 Beautification projects without a direct environmental outcome (e.g. shade sails & 

outdoor learning areas). 

 Individual pursuits and/ or projects where there is potential personal financial gain. 

 Gifts and prizes. 

4. Application and Assessment 

All grant applications received by the due date will be assessed on their merit, and how well 

they meet the selection criteria. Applicants must submit a completed ‘MAD Green Grants 

Application’ online using Council’s online form and all necessary attachments to the form by 

the closing date 5pm Friday March 27th 2020.  

a) The online application and forms can be found at: The online application and forms 

can be found at: http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/sustainableschools 

b) All mandatory (*) sections of the online form must be completed. It is the Applicant’s 

responsibility to provide sufficient details about the project to enable Council to reach a 

fair decision concerning the application. 

c) Be sure to review the checklist on the Application Form before making your submission. 

d) All Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application within one month of the 

closing date. 

5. Selection Criteria 

The following criteria will be applied in assessing and prioritising project applications: 

a) The project is holistic, and will deliver both improvement to the environment and to the 

school community’s environmental behaviours and knowledge against at least one of the 

5 listed program environmental themes. 

b) The project has clear and achievable objectives. 

c) The project can demonstrate links to the MyCoffs Community Strategic Plan. For more 

information about MyCoffs visit www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/mycoffs 

d) Applicants can demonstrate that the project will be adequately monitored and evaluated, 

including how the project will incorporate the before & after surveys that shows how the 

project will make a difference directly to the environment as well as to sustainability 

knowledge and behaviours. 

e) Demonstrates value for money.  

*If you have any questions about the selection criteria please do not hesitate to call and speak to 

the Sustainable Living Program Officer on 6648 4643. 
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6. Reporting Requirements 

A final report including all supplied reporting forms must be electronically submitted 

upon project completion, detailing the project outcomes and intended future benefits by 

5pm, Friday November 22nd 2019.  Please do not submit your report in paper form. 

All reporting forms will be provided directly to successful applicants.  

Along with the final report successful applicants must also submit: 

 Copies of the before and after project survey 

 Copies of all receipts for MAD Green Grant funding expended 

 Visual documentation of project outcomes and student involvement which may 

include photos, journals or videos created as part of the project. 

On completion of the project report, please email an invoice to Coffs Harbour City 

Council for the total amount of grant funding expended directly to 

invoices@chcc.nsw.gov.au. Successful applicants will receive an invoicing guide, including 

purchase order numbers prior to the reporting period.  

7. Project ideas 
Applicants are encouraged to be bold and creative. Work with your students, parents and 

colleagues to design your own practical and passionate ideas on how you would like to make a 

difference.  

a) Adopt a beach/creek 

Is there a local beach or creek your class, centre or group can adopt as part of your 2020 

project? Project activities could include regular clean ups and habitat plantings. Remember 

to secure permission from the landholder if relevant.  

b) Environment Club initiatives 

Is your school environment club keen to run a project? deliver an event that engages the 

entire school community on a sustainability theme. What about a ‘Trash n parade’ where 

trash is made into fashion to highlight the waste issues affecting your school and the natural 

environments?   

c) Biodiversity 

Consider making nesting boxes or insect hotels to support vulnerable species or set up a 

native beehive. Create or nurture existing habitats by planting native trees, grasses and 

shrubs that support local wildlife. Involve local Gumbaynggirr knowledge holders to share 

knowledge about flora and fauna and how to sustain local landscapes.  

d) Create a food paradise  

Create a bush tucker trail to promote the use, and improve the knowledge, of locally 

endemic plants and their uses in our daily lives for food and medicine. Start a seed saving 

club, establish or reinvigorate your existing kitchen garden, with new elements, plots, plants 

or seeds.  

e) Waste warriors 

Start a Waste Warriors club at your school to change behaviour from the ground up. Use the 

results from your Waste Survey to develop a checklist for school events like mother’s day 

breakfast or the end of year fair to be zero waste.  Consider running a Nudefood campaign 

and eliminate soft plastics from your school canteen. 

These are just some project ideas. Please come along to the information centre or simply 

call if you have other ideas you would like to discuss.  

Further Information 
Jessica Steinborner, Sustainable Living Programs Officer - Coffs Harbour City Council 

Phone: 6648 4643 Email: Website: www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au 
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