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Mayor and Councillors
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
3

2008/2009 ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS SCHEDULE

Purpose:
To provide Council with the recommended program of works for the 2008/2009 Environmental
Levy program for inclusion in the 2008/2009 Draft Management Plan.
Description of Item:
Council invited submissions for funding from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy from Monday 15
October 2007 until Friday 30 November 2007.
A total of 38 submissions were received. A booklet containing all submissions is available in the
Councillor’s room for inspection.
The recommended program is included with this report.
Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
The Environmental Levy program is designed to ensure that environmental priorities (as
outlined within Council’s State of Environment Report) are addressed. All projects
recommended for funding will result in beneficial outcomes for the environment of the Coffs
Harbour Local Government Area (LGA).

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE

20 MARCH 2008
- 1 -

3

2008/2009 Environmental Projects Schedule …(Cont’d)

•

Social
Determination of successful projects is based on assessment criteria which includes the
following:
Generate a community benefit;
Be community based; and
Improved aesthetic quality of our natural environment and amenity.
A number of community groups applied for funding from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy,
with several being recommended for receipt of some funding. In addition, the broader
community benefits from the completion of high priority environmental management projects
funded by the Environmental Levy.

•

Economic
It is estimated that $974,000 income will be available for Environmental Levy projects in
2008/2009. This includes income from the 2008/09 Environmental Levy, a contribution from
the Water Fund of $50,000 towards the Orara River works, and interest. The Environmental
Levy Working Group has recommended $991,100 of funding to be allocated in accordance
with the schedule below. It is proposed to fund the $21,100 shortfall from a surplus in
2007/08 resulting from the Senior Biodiversity Officer’s position being vacant for some time.

Consultation:
The Environmental Levy Working Group, which includes four community representatives, three
Councillors and three staff members is an advisory committee of Council. The Environmental Levy
Working Group met on 12 February 2008 to consider submissions and State of the Environment
Report priorities and to recommend a program of works. The recommended program is included in
this report and the minutes of the Working Group’s meeting are provided in Attachment 1.
Where appropriate, discussions were held with Council staff with a specific area of expertise to
obtain advice on works proposed in submissions.
Related Policy and / or Precedents:
Each year the Environmental Levy Program is formulated concurrent with the preparation of
Council’s Draft Management Plan. This allows community input and Environmental Levy Working
Group discussion before the program of works are finalised. Assessment of submissions is
undertaken in accordance with an adopted Council policy, which states that submissions must
meet the following criteria to be eligible for funding:
address an identified priority or priorities in Coffs Harbour City Council’s most recent State of
Environment Report;
protect and enhance the natural environment;
provide potential to attract outside funding sources;
generate a community benefit and be community-based;
meet a critical environmental need;
improve aesthetic quality of our natural environment and amenity;
works on private land must prove a “public benefit” rather than only benefiting an individual or
group;
protect and enhance the natural environment.
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2008/2009 Environmental Projects Schedule …(Cont’d)

Issues:
2008/2009 Recommended Environmental Levy Program
The Environmental Levy Working Group’s recommended 2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program
is shown below:
All submissions included in the recommended program address a priority one issue in Council’s
State of Environment Report. Several submissions are recommended with a reduced level of
funding, such as Bushland Regeneration and the Orara River Restoration Project.
Details of all recommended projects are as follows, and a schedule of funding sources and
summary of projects is included in Part 1 of the recommendations.

PROJECT

RECOMMENDED AMOUNT

Conservation and Sustainable Management of
Biodiversity in the Coffs Harbour LGA
Orara River Restoration Project
Camphor Laurel/Privet Control
Cat’s Claw/Honey Locust Eradication
Revegetation/Tree Planter
CHCC Nursery
Bushland Regeneration
Environmental Weed Control
Bitou Bush
Camphor Laurel Removal
Privet
Glory Lily
Pine Trees
Celtis/Pepper Tree

174,000
101,264
21,105
26,031
21,600
Project Total

12,285
61,532
13,071
21,984
5,100
6,028
Project Total

CHCC Local Environmental Plan Review: Vegetation
Mapping Project – ground truth component
The Coffs Creek Flyingfox Camp Vegetation
Management Plan Implementation Phase 1
NSW Coastline Cycleway
Landcare / Dunecare Vote 2008 / 2009
Environmental Levy Coordination
Environmental Education Officer
Regenerating and Enhancing Native Vegetation of Coffs
Creek
Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow Up
Impact on Freshwater Ecosystems
TOTAL 2008/09 Allocation

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE

170,000
150,000

120,000
100,000
80,000
62,500
50,000
45,600
16,000
10,000
8,000
5,000
991,100
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2008/2009 Environmental Projects Schedule …(Cont’d)

Funding Sources
Environmental Levy
Interest on reserve
Water fund contribution
EL Reserve

$900,000
$20,000
$50,000
$21,100

Total funds

$991,100

Conservation and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity in the Coffs Harbour LGA
Funds of $204,100 were requested to fund two existing Council positions. The existing positions
will be responsible for assessing biodiversity impacts of development applications, activities under
Part V of the EP&A Act, and providing support internally and externally in relation to the local Tree
Preservation Order, Draft Vegetation Strategy, and Koala Plan of Management. The positions will
also investigate non-compliance with relevant Local, State, and Federal biodiversity legislation. In
addition to this, the positions will be responsible for implementation of key projects contained in the
Biodiversity Action Strategy as well as seeking ongoing support for the sustainable management of
biodiversity within the LGA.
Last year $168,200 was allocated to the above. This year an increased amount of $204,100 was
requested from the Environmental Levy. The Environmental Working Group has recommended
that an amount of $174,000.00 be allocated to fund the two existing Council positions. The
additional $30,100 for equipment and other resources is not supported by the Environmental Levy
Working Group due to financial constraints in the program.
It is recommended that $174,000 be allocated to the Conservation and Sustainable
Management of Biodiversity in the Coffs Harbour Local Government Area from the
2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program.
Orara River Restoration
The Orara Rivercare Groups Management Committee Inc. requested $205,257 for continuation of
the Orara River Restoration works. Works are in accordance with the River Management Plan that
has been approved by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). $185,000 was allocated to
this project last year and has been reduced to $170,000 due to financial constraints in the program.
It is recommended that $170,000.00 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program to the Orara River Restoration Project.
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2008/2009 Environmental Projects Schedule …(Cont’d)

Bushland Regeneration
Last year $185,000 was allocated to the Bush Regeneration Program. Specifically, this has funded
two bush regeneration officers full time. Works are undertaken in accordance with an established
program, details of which are included in the submission. This year Council’s Recreational
Services Branch requested an increased amount of $200,000 for the Bushland Regeneration
Program. The committee recommended that an amount of $150,000 be allocated in the
2008/2009 Environmental Levy program.
It is recommended that $150,000 be allocated to Bush Regeneration from the 2008/2009
Environmental Levy Program for works to be undertaken in accordance with the
established program.
Environmental Weed Control
Last year $156,000 was allocated to this program. This year an increased amount of $179,175
was requested from the Environmental Levy. The removal of Camphor Laurel, Privet and Glory
Lily are high priority tasks. A program of works exists for each weed and works are co-coordinated
by Council’s Recreational Services Branch. The Environmental Working Group has recommended
that an amount of $120,000 be allocated to the weed eradication program due to financial
constraints in the Environmental Levy program.
It is recommended that $120,000 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program for Environmental Weed Control.
Local Environmental Plan Review: Vegetation Mapping Project – Ground Truth Component
Council’s Strategy and Sustainability Branch had initially requested $380,000 to carry out this
project. However $100,000 was allocated on the basis that the funding would be sufficient to
proceed with vegetation layers to enable progression of the Local Environmental Plan Review. This
project is centred on the CHCC vegetation GIS layer. This layer requires updating and is to be
included in the Local Environmental Plan review. The objective of this project is to implement the
ground truth project as the final step in updating the GIS vegetation layer within the CHCC
corporate layer and new photography involving ground truthing to refine the accuracy of existing
mapping.
It is recommended that $100,000 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program for the Local Environmental Plan Review: Vegetation Mapping Project – Ground
Truth Component.
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2008/2009 Environmental Projects Schedule …(Cont’d)

The Coffs Creek Flyingfox Camp Vegetation Management Plan Implementation Phase 1
$150,000 is sought by Council’s Strategy and Sustainability Branch to implement Phase 1 of the
Coffs Creek Flyingfox Camp Vegetation Management Plan (CCFFCVMP). The CCFFCVMP has
been endorsed by Council as a key action and is recognised as a priority under the Biodiversity
Action Strategy. Initial project works includes arborist’s works on private properties and on the
periphery of the reserve in order to restrict flyingfox encroachment into the residential areas.
Phase 1 experiences the largest budget requirements due to extensive professional services in
initial weed removal and works within private properties. The Working Group recommended
reduced funding of $80,000 to initiate Phase 1 of the required works.
It is recommended that $80,000 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program for the Coffs Creek Flyingfox Camp Vegetation Management Plan Implementation
Phase 1.
NSW Coastline Cycleway
Council’s Survey and Design Branch requested $62,500 in matching funding from the
Environmental Levy Program for completion of the NSW Coastline Cycleway due to the
environmental sustainability of the project and its application to key priority one environmental
issues. The next stage of the Cycleway will link Woolgoolga through to the other Northern
Beaches villages of Hearn’s Lake, Sandy Beach, Emerald Beach and Moonee Beach. A grant
application was submitted to the Department of Natural Resources for the 2007/08 NSW Coastline
Cycleway program and was successful in obtaining $125,000 in grant funding. The grants
program will fund 1:1 of successful applications and as part of the works includes construction of
the cycleway over the new sewer rising main from the Woolgoolga Sewerage Treatment Works,
$62,500 will be funded as part of the sewerage works. Therefore the remaining funding is sought
from the Environmental Levy Program.
It is recommended that $62,500 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program for the NSW Coastline Cycleway.
Dunecare/Landcare Vote
Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare Inc requested $82,905 to assist landcare and dunecare activities
for a number of volunteer landcare groups. Funds will be used to engage bush regeneration
contractors, builders and material required for the proposed walkways at Korora and Mullaway, for
purchase of necessary educational materials and tools. $38,050 was allocated to this program last
year. It was recommended that $50,000 be allocated on the basis that several of the contract
activities nominated in the application would be undertaken and funded by Recreational Services
Branch.
It is recommended that $50,000 be allocated from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy
Program to the Dunecare/Landcare Vote subject to the funds being administered by
Council’s Recreational Services Branch.

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE
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Environmental Levy Co-Ordination
On 1 July 2006, the Program Support section became responsible for the administration of the
Environmental Levy Program. It is imperative to monitor and report on timing of expenditure,
project progress, and provide services to applicants. Co-ordination of the Environmental Levy
program is essential to ensure best results are achieved, especially in the areas of administration
and financial management of the program.
It is recommended that $45,600 be allocated towards co-ordination and administration of
the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program.
Environmental Education Officer
Council’s Recreational Services Branch has requested $16,000 for the Botanic Gardens Education
Officer. This project has been funded in previous years and is essential in implementing aspects of
the Botanic Gardens Management Strategy and Biodiversity Action Strategy. The Officer will be
responsible for working with staff and volunteers to continue developing educational programs
which is linked to the relevant NSW Board of Studies syllabus documents for students in years K12. This will include further development of links to local and regional schools. The Environmental
Working Group has recommended that $16,000 be allocated for this project.
It is recommended that $16,000 be allocated to the Environmental Education Officer from
the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program.
Regenerating and Enhancing Native Vegetation of Coffs Creek
Coffs Harbour Regional Landcare Inc has requested $20,102 to undertake weed eradication in
remnant bushland and improve riparian vegetation along the bank of Coffs Creek. The works
would primarily be removal of Camphor Laurel trees, Senna and Broad Leaf Paspalum along Coffs
Creek by qualified bush regenerators. The Working Group has recommended an amount of
$10,000 be allocated to this project.
It is recommended that $10,000 be allocated to Regeneration and Enhancing Native
Vegetation of Coffs Creek from the 2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program.
Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow Up
The Jetty Dunecare Group has requested $9,971.50 for the engagement of a qualified bush
regeneration contractor to continue chemical weed eradication control along the Jetty Foreshores.
The Working group has recommended an amount of $8,000 be allocated to this project.
It is recommended that $8,000 be allocated to Jetty Dunecare Inc from the 2008/2009
Environmental Levy Program for the follow up of Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve restoration.
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Impact on Freshwater Ecosystems
Judy Davies has requested $5,000 to continue the valuable work being carried out researching the
impact that excessive clearing, invasive plants and bridge restoration has on Freshwater
Ecosystems. These studies will enable the various landcare groups to carry out more appropriate
rehabilitation. Works will include the study of the effects of Camphor Laurels on waterways and
assisting with the set up of Water Watch Programmes and Water Bug Surveys in the local Primary
Schools.
It is recommended that $5,000 be allocated to Judy Davies from the 2008/2009
Environmental Levy Program for researching the Impact on Freshwater Ecosystems.
Adaptation to Climate Change in Coffs Harbour
Council’s Strategy and Sustainability Branch requested $50,000 to undertake a risk management
assessment to identify any risks from dangerous climate change and provide Council with
scenarios and option to adapt. Due to funding restrictions the project did not receive an allocation
from the 2008/09 Environmental Levy Program. However, the Working Group recommended that
subject to the approval of grant funding valued at $50,000 from the Local Adaptation Pathways
Programme Grant, the project would be included in the 2009/10 Environmental Levy Program.
It is recommended that $50,000 be allocated to Adaptation to Climate Change in Coffs
Harbour from the 2009/2010 Environmental Levy Program subject to grant funding approval.
Other Departments Comments:
Council staff and members of the Environmental Working Group were consulted in the preparation
of this report.
Implementation Date / Priority:
The recommendations of this report will be implemented immediately upon Council adoption.
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Recommendation:
1.

That the Draft 2008/2009 Environmental Levy Program as recommended by the
Environmental Levy Working Group as listed below, be incorporated into Council’s
2008/2009 Draft Management Plan:

Project

Recommended Amount

Conservation and Sustainable Management of
Biodiversity in the Coffs Harbour LGA
Orara River Restoration Project
Camphor Laurel / Privet Control
Cat’s Claw / Honey Locust Eradication
Revegetation / Tree Planter
CHCC Nursery

174,000
101,264
21,105
26,031
21,600
Project Total

Bushland Regeneration
Environmental Weed Control
Bitou Bush
Camphor Laurel Removal
Privet
Glory Lily
Pine Trees
Celtis/Pepper Tree

12,285
61,532
13,071
21,984
5,100
6,028
Project Total

CHCC Local Environmental Plan Review: Vegetation
Mapping Project – ground truth component
The Coffs Creek Flyingfox Camp Vegetation
Management Plan Implementation Phase 1
NSW Coastline Cycleway
Landcare / Dunecare Vote 2008 / 2009
Environmental Levy Coordination
Environmental Education Officer
Regenerating and Enhancing Native Vegetation of
Coffs Creek
Coffs Jetty Foreshore Reserve Follow Up
Impact on Freshwater Ecosystems
TOTAL 2008/09 Allocation
Funding available:
Environmental Levy
Interest
Water Fund Contribution
EL Reserve

$900,000
$20,000
$50,000
$21,100

Total Available

$991,100
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2.

That a contribution of $50,000 from the Water Fund be provided in the 2008/2009
Management Plan towards the Orara River Restoration works.

3.

That Council notes the Minutes of the Environmental Working Group meeting held on
12 February 2008.

4.

That final replies to submissions be sent after Council’s 2008/2009 Management Plan
is adopted.

5.

That members of the Environmental Working Group be thanked for their involvement
and informed of the adopted program.

6.

That $50,000 be allocated to Adaptation to Climate Change in Coffs Harbour from the
2009/2010 Environmental Levy Program subject to $50,000 grant funding approval.

Stephen Sawtell
General Manager
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CORPORATE BUSINESS DEPARTMENT REPORTS
C9

ORARA VALLEY COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL

Purpose:
To report to Council on investigations to provide additional privacy to the property adjoining the
pool.
Description of Item:
At its meeting held on 7 February 2008, Council resolved to extend the pool opening times until
6.00pm on Saturday and Sundays, with discretion to extend to 8pm as required.
Council further resolved to investigate appropriate ways to improve the privacy of the adjoining
property, possibly by way of additional fencing.
Discussions have been held with the owners of the neighbouring property with a view to agreeing
on a suitable solution. What has been suggested is the erection of treated timber lattice to cover
those parts of the existing security fence, presently covered with shade cloth material. The shade
material would remain and the lattice will be placed over the top of it and be attached to the
existing frame of the security fence. A garden bed is then to be established in front of the lattice
and planted out with a hedge which will eventually provide an aesthetically appealing screen.
Mature hedge plants are to be used.
Also mulching is to take place over part of the area between the security fence and the neighbour's
fence line to help encourage the growth of plants that have already been planted, and reduce the
need for maintenance of this area.
The adjoining owners have indicated they are happy with the proposed arrangements, but of
course are still upset about the extension of the operating hours. The total cost of the proposed
works are estimated at $8,500.
Council has also been approached by a member of the local committee requesting Council pay for
the erection of a fence between the school and the pool car park. The timber for the fence has
been donated and only erection is required. The estimated cost to erect the fence is estimated at
$1,500.
Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
The works will have a beneficial environmental impact by providing an aesthetically pleasing
screen fence arrangement.

•

Social
The works will improve the privacy of the neighbouring property and its occupants.
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Orara Valley Community Swimming Pool …(Cont’d)

•

Economic
Broader Economic Implications
The works are not of such a scale to have a broad impact.
Management Plan Implications
Funding will be from the Community Facilities Programme.

Consultation:
Council staff have held discussions with the owners of the adjoining property.
Horticultural Staff have advised in relation to the planting and mulching.

Council's

Statutory Requirements:
Provided that Council has complied with the conditions of the development approval for the pool,
Council is not obliged to carry out further work.
Issues:
The adjoining owners have objected to the pool, mainly on the basis of noise and loss of privacy.
Although measures have been taken to mitigate these impacts, they are still not happy about the
outcomes.
At its meeting on 7 February 2008 Council was obviously concerned about the privacy issue,
hence the request for the investigation and this report.
If the work described earlier in the report is carried out, it will definitely improve the amenity of the
adjoining property. It is therefore recommended that it should proceed.
In relation to the request to erect a fence between the school and pool car park, it is recommended
that this work be carried out to take advantage of the donation of the timber.
Implementation Date / Priority:
The matter will be actioned immediately if Council approves the expenditure.
Recommendation:
1.

That Council carry out the works described in this report to improve the privacy of the
property adjoining the Orara Valley Community Swimming Pool and to erect a fence
on the western side of the car park.

2.

That the estimated cost of $10,000 be funded from the Community Facilities
Programme.
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C10 MONTHLY BUDGET REVIEW FOR JANUARY 2008

Purpose:
To report on the estimated budget position as at 31 January 2008.
Description of Item:
Estimated Budget Position as at 31 January 2008:
General
Account
$
Original Budget adopted 21st June 2007
Approved variations to 31 Dec 2007
Recommended variations for January
per attached exception report
Estimated result 2007/08 as at
31 January 2008

Nil

Water
Account
$

Sewer
Account
$

2,514,877 (D)

2,900,460 (D)

134,604 (D)

38,135 (D)

48,135 (D)

Nil

Nil

Nil

134,604 (D) 2,553,012 (D)

2,948,595 (D)

Sustainability Assessment:
This report is one of procedure only.
•

Environment
There are no perceived short or long-term environmental impacts.

•

Social
There are no perceived short or long term social impacts.

•

Economic
Management Plan Implications
The Original budget for the General Account adopted on the 21 June 2007 provided for a
balanced position.
For substantial budget adjustments the associated council reports have addressed the TBL
factors independently in 2007/08.

Consultation:
Managers have been provided with budget analysis reports for each program. Requested
variations and variations adopted by Council have been included in the report.

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE
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C10 Monthly Budget Review For January 2008 …(Cont’d)

Statutory Requirements:
Under local government regulations Council is required to submit a quarterly budget review to
Council. Therefore Council is under no obligation to provide monthly reviews but has
recommended they be completed as part of prudent financial management.
The Responsible Accounting Officer believes this report indicates the financial position of the
Council is satisfactory, having regard to the original estimate of Income and Expenditure.
Recommendation:
1.

The variations in the attached exception report be approved.

2.

The revised Budget position as at 31 January 2008 be noted:
General
Account
$

Original Budget adopted 21st June 2007
Approved variations to 31 Dec 2007
Recommended variations for January
per attached exception report
Estimated result 2007/08 as at
31 January 2008

Nil

Water
Account
$
2,514,877 (D)

2,900,460 (D)

134,604 (D)

38,135 (D)

48,135 (D)

Nil

Nil

Nil

134,604 (D) 2,553,012 (D)

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE
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C11 OUTSTANDING REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS AWAITING IMPLEMENTATION

Purpose:
To provide Council with an update of requests for reports and previous resolutions to Council
awaiting implementation.
Description of Item:
As a process of ensuring that reports requested by Council are submitted and that resolutions are
put into effect, Council has resolved that a report be submitted on the progress of each.
Sustainability Assessment:
The sustainability issues will have been addressed in reports prior to resolution being adopted or
will come forward in the reports yet to be submitted.
Consultation:
To prepare this report the updated information is supplied by the Departments to the Executive
Team prior to the submission of this report.
Related Policy and / or Precedents:
Council has adopted this procedure to ensure public accountability.
Statutory Requirements:
Reports to Council are provided for in the Local Government (Meetings) Regulations 1999 and
Code of Meeting Practice.
Issues:
Individual comment is made on the attached list of outstanding matters.
Implementation Date / Priority:
Implementation and priority is dependent on a range of factors and circumstances.
Recommendation:
That the report be noted.

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE
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OUTSTANDING REPORTS
MEETING
DATE:

REPORT REQUIRED ON

CURRENT
POSITION

EXPECTED
COMPLETION
DATE

CORPORATE BUSINESS
21/06/07

Questions Without Notice No. 2 – Currently
investigating
Farm Machinery Heritage Museum
suitable sites,
Cr Palmer asked if a suitable site has
which will be
been found for the proposed Farm
done in
Machine Heritage Museum.
conjunction with
The General Manager indicated that a Clarence Valley
couple of options are currently being Council for
investigated, and discussions have been proposed site at
held with Glenreagh Mountain Railway Glenreagh.
and the Department of Lands to secure a
site and obtain federal funding. A report
will be brought back to Council.

Late 2008

15/11/07

C80 Encroachments onto Laneway at Pending legal
advice.
Coramba - No 3

April 2008

That the report be deferred in order to
clarify a legal issue relating to adverse
possession, which may affect current
consideration. The General Manager to
provide a response following this
investigation, to the next Council
meeting.
CITY SERVICES
1/11/07

S66 Botanic Gardens of Australia & Report will be
New Zealand – Third Annual Congress prepared - May
2008
1. That Council acknowledge this report
2. That a follow up report be written after
six months outlining the progress
made on the above matters.

- 21 -

May 2008

MEETING
DATE:
15/11/07

REPORT REQUIRED ON

CURRENT
POSITION

General Business No. 4: Cultural Council’s Cultural
Project Officer will
Committees Review
meet with the
Cr Hogbin made note that the Bunker
CHATS theatre
Cartoon Gallery Advisory Board is
group for further
currently appointing new members and
discussion on this
urged the General Manager to continue
matter.
to progress the restructure of Cultural
Committees.

EXPECTED
COMPLETION
DATE
18 March 2008

The Director of City Services advised
that a further meeting will be scheduled
with community representatives, prior to
a report being brought back to Council.
21/02/08

General Business No. 4: Cavanbah Council’s
Community
Hall
Services Manager
Cr Rhoades requested consideration be
will present a
given to an appropriate name for the new
report titled
building scheduled to be constructed on
Renaming of
the current Cavanbah Hall site, and a
Cavanbah Hall.
report be brought back to Council.
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April 2008

RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL AWAITING IMPLEMENTATION
CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING – 20 JULY 2006
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE No. 5 - Code of Meeting Practice
Cr Hogbin requested that Council’s Code of Meeting Practice be reviewed to ensure there is
certainty in all steps of the Council meeting process.
The General Manager agreed to review the Code of Meeting Practice against the regulation and
provide an interpretation that can be used for future reference.
The Mayor asked for the Code of Meeting Practice to be circulated to all Councillors and
encouraged Councillors to assist in the review process by flagging all areas of the Code which they
find confusing.
Current Status: Draft Policy has been developed and will be the subject of a briefing with Council
over the coming weeks.

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE MEETING – 18 OCTOBER 2006
GENERAL BUSINESS No 2 - No Fault, Catastrophic Injury Insurance Scheme
Cr Smithers provided Council with details of a ‘No Fault, Catastrophic Injury Insurance Scheme’
currently being lobbied by Community Care organisations in the lead up to the Federal Election,
and suggested Council support the concept as it could remove the need for individuals to sue
Council following freak accidents which cause significant personal injury.
The General Manager undertook to consider the proposal.
Current Status: The Scheme is currently being researched.
GENERAL BUSINESS No. 4 - Escalating Oil Prices
Cr McKelvey raised concerns about the increasing cost of oil and potential impacts this will have
on Council and the local economy.
The General Manager to undertake a risk assessment of Coffs Harbour‘s vulnerability to rising
world oil prices, to identify/prioritise delivery of services in the face of expected escalating costs
and reduced income. This would act as a feasibility study and help provide alternatives to some
practices, activities or uses.
Current Status: This matter is currently being researched.

LAND USE, HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – 13 DECEMBER 2007
28

SISTER CITY/ COUNTRY COUNCIL RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN NSW

Council proceed with the establishment of a Sister City/Country Council relationship with Kyogle
Shire Council.

- 23 -

CITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING – 7 FEBRUARY 2008
GENERAL BUSINESS No. 3 – Footpath Adjacent Bridge Club
Councillor Featherstone requested maintenance be carried out on the footpath that runs adjacent
to the Bridge Club, from Albany Street up to the Bunker Cartoon Gallery, as some pavers are
lifting.
The General Manager advised that this would be attended to.
Current Status: Council’s Parks Supervisor confirmed this maintenance work is scheduled for
Wednesday 12 March 200.

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE MEETING – 21 FEBRUARY 2008
GENERAL BUSINESS No. 2 – Nana Glen Equestrian Centre
Cr Rhoades asked if Council could help the Equestrian Centre at Nana Glen to replace essential
infrastructure prior to the Police & Emergency Services Games in September, following damage
due to recent flooding in the area.
Current Status: Council staff are in close liaison with the committee of Nana Glen Sport Recreation
& Equestrian Centre helping to identify exactly what needs to happen and then negotiating
arrangements to assist for this action to take place. There is a working bee planned for the
weekend of 15/16 March 2008 which should allow for a clear assessment of exactly what is
required.
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C12 BANK BALANCES AND INVESTMENTS FOR JANUARY 2008

Purpose:
To list Council’s Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 January 2008.
Description of Item:
A copy of the state of Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 January 2008 is attached.
It should be noted that Council is now required to account for investments in accordance with the
Australian International Financial Reporting Standards. As such the ledger balances at the end of
each month reflect market value movements which would be inclusive of accrued interest.
Interest when paid, say quarterly, would result in reductions in the market value of the investments.
The Investment Report reflects the above requirements and reflects the interest earned (or
accrued) on each investment, based on the acquisition price.
Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
There are no perceived current or future environmental impacts.

•

Social
There are no perceived current or future social impacts.

•

Economic
Council’s investments are held according to the requirements stated within Council’s
investments policy and the returns are acceptable in relation thereto.

Recommendation:
That the bank balances and investments totalling two hundred and twenty one million,
seven hundred and fifty nine thousand and ninety four dollars ($221,759,094) as at 31
January 2008 be noted.

D C Allen
Director Corporate Business (Acting)

CORPORATE BUSINESS COMMITTEE

20 MARCH 2008
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Attachments:
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CITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS
S9

TENDERS: INTERNAL REPAINTING AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS OF RED HILL NO.
2 BALANCE TANK (CONTRACT 07/08-339-TO)

Purpose:
To report on tenders received for the internal repainting and internal alterations of Red Hill No. 2
Balance Tank and to gain Council approval to accept a tender.
Description of Item:
Red Hill No. 2 Balance Tank is a 17.3ML (million litre) steel tank 39.5m in diameter and 14.2m
high. It was constructed and painted internally and externally in 1985. It has not been repainted
since. A survey by divers in 2007 revealed that there are significant areas of corrosion within the
tank; these have to be dealt with. Whilst the tank is drained the inlet, outlet and ladder access will
be altered and upgraded; these costs are included in the tenders.
The balance tank currently receives water directly from Karangi Dam and distributes water to
almost the entire municipality. It is important, therefore, to ensure that the tank is in the best
possible condition prior to receiving water from the new water treatment plant that is due to come
on line in August.
Tenders were called in local and capital city newspapers and closed on 26 February 2008. Due to
the stringent, detailed and highly specialized requirements of the painting specification, tenderers
were restricted to those qualified to Class 4 by the Painting Contractors’ Certification Program. All
tenderers possess this qualification.
Tenders were evaluated on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•

Tender price
Experience in similar work
OH & S management systems and performance
Construction period – as nominated by the tenderer

Three tenders were received. All were conforming offers.
a)
b)
c)

Geelong Abrasive Blasting Pty Ltd, Geelong, Victoria
KGB Coatings – Site Services Pty Ltd, Newcastle
Ray’s Machinery Painting Pty Ltd trading as RMP Abrasive Blasting, Sydney

Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
Abrasive blasting operations will generate significant amounts of dust. This will be controlled
and collected using a 10,000 CFM (cubic feet/minute) dust collection unit within the reservoir.
The compressor that services the dust collection unit will be located outside the tank.
Additional screening of outlets will be used if required.
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S9

Tenders: Internal Repainting And Internal Alterations Of Red Hill No. 2 Balance Tank
(Contract 07/08-339-To) …(Cont’d)

The nearest house is 75m from the reservoir. The tank is sited in a 15m deep cutting that to
a great extent screens it from neighbours. All equipment will comply with EPA and Council’s
noise emission guidelines. Nearby residents will be personally informed of Council’s
intentions at least a fortnight prior to work commencing. The compressor will operate at no
more than 75 dB(A) and will be located on the south-east side of the tank which is farthest
from the nearest residence. The equipment has often been used in high-density urban areas
without complaint from the public.
The site will only be accessed via existing roads and equipment will be located on existing
hardstand areas. Geofabric will be laid over stormwater drains and under plant and
machinery.
Wastes generated during abrasive blasting operations will be non-toxic and disposed of in
Council’s landfill. Toxicity tests will be carried out prior to any material leaving site.
Used paint cans, brushes and rags will be treated as industrial waste.
Solvents used to clean equipment will be containerised and disposed of in a liquid waste
facility.
•

Social
The provision of potable water is of major importance to the community. The reservoir at
Red Hill supplies water for almost the entire Coffs LGA. Maintaining it in good condition is
therefore vital.

•

Economic
Broader Economic Implications
There are no local companies capable of doing this work due to the very specialised nature
of the paint systems. Approximately 200 nights accommodation and meals will be sourced
locally.
Management Plan Implications
Adequate provision for this work has been made in Council’s 2007/2008 Water Fund Budget
– Operating Expenses Reservoirs.

Consultation:
No consultation has occurred with local residents though they will be personally informed of the
works at least a fortnight before work commences. Given the type of equipment to be used and
the nature of the work, no inconvenience is likely to occur to nearby properties.
Related Policy and / or Precedents:
Tender procedures and analysis were carried out in accordance with Council policy, in particular
the ‘Tender Value Selection System’
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S9

Tenders: Internal Repainting And Internal Alterations Of Red Hill No. 2 Balance Tank
(Contract 07/08-339-To) …(Cont’d)

Statutory Requirements:
The tender process was carried out in accordance with Part 7 of the Local Government (General)
Regulations 2005
Issues:
There is a very slight possibility that having Red Hill No2 Balance Tank off-line for 8 weeks will
result in supply difficulties to other reservoirs that are supplied from it. Macauley’s, Roberts Hill
and Toormina reservoirs are the ones most likely to be adversely affected. Water balance and flow
tests have commenced to determine the consequences of the 8-week outage but for operational
reasons part of the testing cannot be commenced until late March and be completed in early April.
Reasons for seeking Council’s approval at this time, rather than waiting until the test results are
known, are:
•

For climatic reasons, painting must be complete by the end of May.

•

The first meeting to which this report could be sent if the test results are waited for would be
1st May 2008. This is far too late for painting to be done this financial year.

The recommended tenderer has agreed, in writing, that in the event that a contract is let but that
the work (including site mobilisation) cannot proceed and has to be cancelled due to the results of
the tests then no claim of any nature will be made against Council.
He has further agreed, again in writing, that if the commencement date were to be postponed by
more than 90 working days from the date tenders closed (26 February 2008) then the contractor
will be entitled to escalation in line with the Consumer Price Index from the tender closing date.
Implementation Date / Priority:
A contract can be awarded upon Council’s resolution to accept a tender. Completion time for the
contract is 8 weeks with a forecast completion date of late May 2008.
Recommendation:
That Council considers tenders received for the Internal Repainting and Internal Alterations
of Red Hill No. 2 Balance Tank, Contract No. 07/08-339-TO, and move the motion as detailed
in the confidential attachment.

J R Gordon
Director City Services
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