Minutes for this meeting will be confirmed at the Planning, Environment & Development Committee
Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, Council Administration Building, on
15 May, 2003 commencing 5pm.
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Mayor and Councillors
CITY BUSINESS UNITS DEPARTMENT REPORTS

E28

AGED CARE RESEARCH PROJECT

Purpose:
To seek Council’s approval to contribute $5,000 towards an Aged Care Research Project.
Description of Item:
Council has been requested by Prof. James Curran, University of NSW School of Rural Health, to
contribute $5,000 towards an Aged Care Research Project, which will provide data to determine
the training needs for an aged care workforce in the region. There is confidence of the need for
more staff to increase the workforce, but the precise details need to be determined so that TAFE
and University training courses can be developed that are tailored to meet specific workforce
needs.
The total research project cost is $40,000. Southern Cross University has provided $15,000
towards the project. TAFE, Division of General Practice and developers have indicated support
and other stakeholders will be approached to contribute funds to make up the balance of the
project cost.
Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
The research project involves data collection and therefore has no identified effect on the
environment. The outcomes of the research project focus on employment and training needs
and are expected to have little if any effect on the environment. If the project outcomes identify
the need for more infrastructure, the environmental impacts will be addressed in proposals for
infrastructure development.
cont’d
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E28
•

Aged Care Research Project (cont’d)

Social
The research project will provide data that is expected to support the creation of training
courses for aged care workers. If these courses are created at the Coffs Harbour Education
Campus, residents of Coffs Harbour and the region will have access to local training. This will
enable them to remain in the area instead of going away for training, causing less family
disruption.
Employment opportunities in the region’s aged care industry are expected to increase in future
as the aged population increases. Creation of local training opportunities could provide a direct
stream of local aged care workers from school through TAFE and SCU to employment. Mature
age workers will also have opportunities to re-train and expand their employment prospects.
The project could contribute to Coffs Harbour becoming a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in aged care.
CHEC will have the opportunity to expand its course offerings, with new employment
opportunities for teachers.

•

Economic

If the research project supports the creation of local training courses, CHEC could use this
opportunity to develop new income streams and become a regional centre for training of the aged
care workforce. The availability of local training will help retain household expenditure in the
region, with anticipated flow-on effects of increased sales for local businesses.
Consultation:
This project has resulted from cooperation between key stakeholders in education, health, aged
care providers, local government and the communities in the region. This cooperation is expected
to continue and improve during the project and beyond. The stakeholders include: Coffs Harbour
Future Development Corporation (Future of Ageing program) Southern Cross University, University
of NSW School of Rural Health, TAFE, Ramsay Health, Astoria Developments, community
representatives, local government and State government department representatives. A Council
staff team has also considered the research project proposal.
The City Treasurer reports:
“The proposal is supported as being worthwhile and funding from revenue in 2002/2003 is
recommended.”
Related Policy and / or Precedents:
Council has previously supported research projects and other studies in aged care needs.
Issues:
If the research project does not go ahead, data will not be available to develop a case for creating
training courses in the area. Therefore, young people will continue to leave the region to train as
aged care workers and CHEC will lose the opportunity to expand its courses. Shortages of aged
care workers in the area may not be addressed.
cont’d
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Aged Care Research Project (cont’d)

Implementation Date / Priority:
The research project will go ahead when adequate funding has been secured.
Recommendation:
That Council approves the contribution of $5,000 towards the Aged Care Research Project.

CITY BUSINESS UNITS COMMITTEE

1 MAY 2003
- 4 -

Attachments:

- 5 -

- 6 -

E29

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY - LOT 238 DP 752853 LAKE ROAD, WOOLGOOLGA

Purpose:
Report seeking council approval for the acquisition of a property at Lot 238 Lake Road,
Woolgoolga.
Description of Item:
The property described as Lot 238 DP 752853 at Lakes Road, Woolgoolga comprises a small site
of 531.1 square metres upon which is erected a small fibrous cement clad 2 bedroom dwelling and
detached fibrous cement clad shed. The property is located within the Woolgoolga Beach Reserve
to the north of Woolgoolga. It comprises one of two private holdings held within this area. The
surrounding reserve is owned by the Crown and is managed by the Council as trustee.
The plan attached to this report shows the location of Lot 238.
The property is currently zoned 6A Open Space Public Recreation. Pursuant to Clause 20 of the
Coffs Harbour Local Environmental Plan 2000 the land is set aside for public ownership and
acquisition and Council is defined as the responsible acquiring authority.
The owner of the property Mrs EI Unwin has recently passed away and Council has been
approached by the executors of the estate to purchase the property.
Negotiations have been held with Mr Clement Unwin who represents the executors and have
resulted in a price of $150,000 being agreed on the following terms:
1. The property being transferred with vacant possession.
2. Each party being responsible for their own costs.
Sustainability Assessment:
•

Environment
The environmental impact should be positive in the long term as this property will eventually be
incorporated within the surrounding reserve and as such it is likely the existing house will be
removed and the land revegetated.

•

Social
This property will eventually be incorporated into the surrounding reserve and the area will
benefit from a larger reserve and greater public access. There will be a positive community
impact.

•

Economic
The acquisition of the property will be funded from revenue which will reduce this year’s budget
surplus.
The negotiated price has been agreed to by Council's qualified valuation staff and is seen as
fair and reasonable.
cont’d
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E29

Acquisition Of Property - Lot 238 Dp 752853 Lake Road, Woolgoolga (cont’d)

The dwelling on the property although dated and providing basic accommodation has potential
to be leased for permanent residential occupation at a weekly rental in the vicinity of $150 per
week. The income after costs is estimated at $5000 pa.
Consultation:
This matter has been discussed with Council's Parks and Recreation Branch and State Park
Manager who advise that the acquisition should proceed.
Statutory Requirements:
Should the executors of the estate wish to force Council into purchasing the property they could do
so by issuing an appropriate notice to Council under Clause 20 of the Coffs Harbour Local
Environmental Plan 2000.
Issues:
The property is surrounded on three sides by a Crown Reserve which provides significant and
important community recreation area. Council's Parks and Recreation Branch advise that the
acquisition of this property is desirable both in terms of protecting the integrity of the reserve and
facilitating the functional management of the area. The acquisition is seen as important for the
medium and long term strategies for this area. The house will eventually be removed and the land
used in conjunction with the reserve.
Implementation Date / Priority:
The matter will be actioned immediately.
Recommendation:
1. That Council proceed to acquire that section of land described as Lot 238 DP 752853,
Lake Road, Woolgoolga.
2. That Council acquire the above land on the terms and conditions contained within the
body of this report.
3. That the land to be acquired be classified as Operational Land under the Local
Government Act 1993.
4. That all necessary documents associated with the acquisition be executed under the
Common Seal of Council.

Colin Spring
Acting Director City Business Units
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